


MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF FOSSTON, POLK COUNTY MINNESOTA
SEPTEMBER 11, 2017

The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Fosston, Polk County Minnesota was held in council chambers on Monday, September 11, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Offerdahl with the following members present: Veum, and Hoialmen, Dufault and Anderson Also present was: Charles Lucken, Cassie Heide, Dave Larson, Steven Lyseng, Lee Cariveau, Kevin Ricke, Zach Folkert, and Scott Bixby.

Motion was made by Hoialmen seconded by Veum, to approve the agenda with no modifications. Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Motion was made by Anderson seconded by Dufault to approve Consent Agenda items A. and B. Motion carried by unanimous vote.

A) To approve the minutes of the regular meeting held August 14, 2017.
B) To approve Accounts Payable Bill Listing #19-07 in the amount of $103,243.60 and AP Bill Listing #1907A in the amount of $191,408.64

COMMITTEES/BOARDS/COMMISSION:
Law Enforcement: Zach Folkert and Scott Bixby were here to discuss matters pertaining to their department
· August was steady with traffic stops, directed patrols and the drug task force was busy
Streets/Sanitation/Utilities: Dave Larson reported on matters pertaining to his departments:
· City crews have been busy sweeping, mowing, picking up brush, and painting light poles.
· There were 7 new gas installations and all of them are completed.
· MDV is still shut down and doing necessary repairs during this time.
· Electrical wires are being terminated, as well as working on switching out old transformers.
· Larson is working with KBM to get the mapping updates done.
· Minnkota is nearly done with their blink mitigation work at the Sand Hill substation.
· The power line out to the golf course is not active and will be removed soon.
· Water break holes are ready to be patched when paving company comes in to town.
Civic Center/Parks & Recreation: 
· The City received a letter from Dawn Bly requesting a handicapped lift be installed in the pool. The total cost is $5,740.00. This number has been put in the 2018 preliminary budget. Dufault would like the City to try to acquire a grant for this.
Airport
· Lucken received a bid from Lee Peterson for painting the hangars at the airport. He will provide that bid to the owners of the hangars and they will have the option to use Peterson or to get their hangar painted on their own in a uniform color, most likely white.
Council considered the approval of the Snow Removal Policy. There was discussion regarding when to begin plowing and what roads are made priority to open up. The City Council feels that crews do a job of snow removal as it is currently and that the policy is a good one. Anderson made a motion, seconded by Hoialmen to approve the Snow Removal Policy. Motion carried by unanimous vote.
Council considered approval of Partial Pay Estimate No. 3 in the amount of $68,367.26 from Hagen Construction and Trucking for the 2017 Street & Utility Improvement Project. Cariveau reported that there are liquidated damages in the amount of $15,300 for seventeen days of delayed work. Hagen reported that some of those days were rain days. Cariveau reported that there was a delay from the concrete subcontractor that is part of the liquidated damages. Cariveau also reported that the delay did not cost the city any money and will not be the cause of any future monies to be lost. 
Anderson made a motion, seconded by Hoialmen to strike the liquidated damages and pay the full amount of $83,667.26 for Partial Pay Estimate No.3. Motion carried by unanimous vote.
Council discussed the purchase of Mittun Park from the Fosston School District. Dufault reported that he and Anderson met with Superintendent Kevin Ricke and other school board members last week to discuss the sale. Dufault reported that because the estimated market value is $20,000, the school board is concerned justifying to tax payers why it was sold for less than that amount. The school board also asked the city council to consider an in-kind pledge of equipment or labor for the planned elementary playground equipment project. It was the consensus of the council that it would not appropriate or legal to commit future funds or in-kind contributions for the project, as council members may change due to future elections.
Offerdahl offered to Ricke that he would tell the public that the assessors do not differentiate what a lot can be used for when assessing. If the city were to own the property, a deed restriction would be put on the property for it to be used only as green space. Also, the property is zoned public and it is not a guarantee that any building could be done on that lot. Offerdahl thinks that if the school were to build on that property that was gifted to the school to be used as a park, that taxpayers wouldn’t like that either.
Ricke feels that in order to decrease paperwork right now, this council should just pay the $20,000 for the lot. Ricke reported that there may be a need for new bus garages in the future and that land might be valuable to retain for that purpose. Offerdahl hopes that if the school needed to move the location of the bus garages that the school would work with the city council to find a better location for garages.
Offerdahl called for a motion to either rescind the current offer of $10,000 to the Fosston School or to increase the offer. Veum made a motion to rescind the offer of $10,000 to the Fosston School. Motion died for a lack of a second.  There was no motion for an increase.
Council considered approval of a quote from Chris Killian Masonry for replacement sidewalk at airport and handicap ramp at the library. The total cost of this quote for both jobs is $4,400.00. Anderson made a motion, seconded by Veum to approve the quote from Chris Killian Masonry for replacement sidewalk at airport and handicap ramp at the library. Motion carried by unanimous vote.
There being no further business to come before the council, motion was made by Anderson, seconded by Dufault to adjourn. Motion carried by unanimous vote.
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