MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF FOSSTON, POLK COUNTY MINNESOTA
MARCH 13, 2017

The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Fosston, Polk County Minnesota was held in council chambers on Monday, March 13, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Offerdahl with the following members present: Anderson, Veum, Dufault and Hoialmen.  Also present was: Charles Lucken, Cassie Heide, Dave Larson, Keith Kinnen, Scott Bixby, Brad Bail and Lee Cariveau.

Motion was made by Anderson seconded by Hoialmen to approve the agenda with no modifications. Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Motion was made by Veum seconded by Anderson to approve Consent Agenda items A. and B. Motion carried by unanimous vote.

A) To approve the minutes of the regular meeting held February 13, 2017
B) To approve Accounts Payable Bill Listing #17-03 in the amount of $93,557.89 and AP Bill Listing #1703A in the amount of $37,407.07

COMMITTEES/BOARDS/COMMISSION:
Law Enforcement: Scott Bixby was present to discuss law enforcement matters:	
· Zach Folkert is working on junk vehicle complaints that Lucken has let the department know about and will continue to work on that.
· Direct Patrols are being performed at problem areas around town.
· Drug task force is out. Overdoses are on the rise and keeping them busy. 
Streets/Sanitation/Utilities: Dave Larson reported on matters pertaining to his departments:
· Natural Gas inspection took place last week and went well. Public awareness and O&M also went well.
· IPF is working very well.
· The guys are working on transformer inspections, checking for leaks and doing maintenance.
· Minnkota is working on hot taps coming into Fosston and blink mitigation.
· There is need for a new plow truck in the future. The current plow trucks are 1986 and 1997 models. Lucken reported that we can do an equipment note for this. Dave will begin looking.
Civic Center/Park & Recreation: 
· Veum reported that there is some work that needs to be done, including tile that is cracking and door frames that are rusting. Karen has 2018 set to get the pool deck re-tiled. Anderson feels we need to replace the rusting doors. Jim would like Karen to get some prices on doors.
Airport: 
· Veum reported that Lucken is working on getting owners to paint their buildings and that owners have been put on notice that painting will be taking place. Lucken will work with Kevin Kircher, who has a hangar, on pricing. Veum would like to see the buildings match the SRE building. 
· There are two proposals for a new sign at the airport. A majority of the Airport Commission members like the monument style. Lucken will try to get some state funding to help cover the cost of the sign.
Star Committee:
· Cassie Heide reported that Yard of the Week is coming up again and is a great way to keep the community looking nice as many residents appreciate the incentive to be recognized.
· Roy Dufault presented Fosston Service and Person of the Year awards to Sylvia Munter and Sandy Johnson last month on behalf of the City and Star Committee.
· Easter Egg hunt is coming up in April at the Elementary School.
· The Committee continues to meet monthly and plan events.
Tracee Bruggeman of Brady Martz & Associates was present to discuss the 2016 Audited Financial Statements.  Bruggeman reviewed the fund balance and net positions for the general fund as well as the proprietary funds.  Cash and investments at December 31, 2016 were $1,721,050 in the General Fund and other Non major Governmental Funds.  Year end fund balance for these funds was $748,210.  The Cash and investments at year end for the Enterprise Funds totaled $2,737,626 with a total net position of $14,695,923.  Bruggeman reviewed the Schedule of Indebtedness as of December 31, 2016 and reported total debt for the City of $12,878,101.

Lee Cariveau of Widseth Smith Nolting was present to discuss bids received March 13, 2017 for the 2017 Street and Utility Improvement Project. Cariveau reported that there were nine bids and was happy to see so many bids. The engineers estimate was $397,000. The apparent low bidder is Hagen Construction at $269,738.00. Cariveau’s advisory recommendation is to award the contract including alternates pending the review of any mathematical errors. Hagen’s bid bond is a cashiers check. Cariveau reported that he is familiar and has worked with three of the four sub-contractors that Hagen listed, including, Cone Construction, A&S out of Clearbrook and Burhow Seeding. Northern Paving out of Bemidji is the paving sub-contractor, whom Cariveau has not done work with in the past. Cariveau reported that the water license has been received as well as Burlington Northern approval. The DOT permit is in Crookston and Bemidji has no issues with it. Cariveau reported there will be no lane closure on highway 2 from noon on June 30th through July 5th as per MNDOT. During times outside of this time period, temporary lane closure will occur during the day and fully open at night and on weekends. Substantial completion date of August 15th is necessary for access to grain elevator. Sidewalk replacement was discussed on second and third street NW. Cariveau reported that the base bid included only sidewalks that need to be taken out for water main replacements. The alternate covers replacement of all sidewalks on both sides.
There was discussion regarding testing of concrete. Cariveau reported that in the bid specs, concrete must come from a MN certified plant. The first load of each day is tested, not every single load of the day. The contractor has someone test the load and Cariveau has a different party test the load. Given all of the problems with concrete in the city during the last construction season, Offerdahl wants to see a list of suppliers before bid is awarded. Cariveau reported that Hagen has 24 hours to provide a list of suppliers. Offerdahl does not want to approve the bid if Lakes Concrete is the supplier.  Hagen must find a different concrete supplier and agree to keep his bid amount the same. Adoption of Resolution accepting bid has been tabled.

Brad Bail of Indepth Inspection, an entity of Widseth Smith Nolting was present to discuss the City’s need for enforcement of the accessibility code. Lucken was contacted by Jerry Jasmer of the Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry regarding complaints received regarding the enforcement of the MN State Accessibility Code. Lucken provided a list of those complaints to council members. Bail explained that his company works with contractors to meet the building code. The city has two options right now. 1) The city can hire Bail on an hourly rate to take care of the accessibility issues outlined by the MN Department of Labor and Industry and/or 2) The city can hire bail to enforce the building code and take care of accessibility issues current and future. Dufault would like to see a fee structure before this council enters into contract to take care of accessibility code violations. Offerdahl thinks we need to talk with local contractors and let them know what the city is looking to do and get some input on that and at least give them fair warning. Bail will get a fee structure to Lucken to give to this council for review.

Kieth Kinnen of Karvakko Engineering was present and reported that plans and specs for the complex building will be published tomorrow for a bid opening on April 4th.

Council considered approval of construction costs for alleys on Palubicki Grocery Store Project submitted by Krause-Anderson Construction on behalf of Palubickis. Offerdahl would like Cariveau to look at the costs and offer his professional opinion on the costs. Offerdahl and other council members consensus was to wait for Cariveaus review and the completion of the east alley before approving payment.

There being no further business to come before the council, motion was made by Hoialmen seconded by Anderson to adjourn. Motion carried by unanimous vote.

						______________________________________’
						Charles Lucken, City Administrator
						
