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MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF FOSSTON, POLK COUNTY MINNESOTA 

March 10, 2025 

 

The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Fosston, Polk County Minnesota was held in 

council chambers on Monday, March 10, at 7:00 p.m. 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Offerdahl with the following members present: 

Dufault, Anderson, and Mulry. Absent: Pearson. Also present was Cassie Heide, Amelia Linehan, 

Steven Lyseng, Kirby Vossler, Callen Weispfennig, Stephen Larson (City Attorney), Keith 

Kinnen-via zoom & Jerry Bolin (Karvakko Engineering), Jarda Solc (AE2s), Michael Curtis & 

Tanner Goodrich (Essentia), Chief Juve, Officer Olson, and Jim Bardwell. 

 

Motion was made by Anderson, seconded by Mulry to approve the agenda with modifications. 

Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

Motion was made by Dufault, seconded by Anderson to approve Consent Agenda items A., B., 

C. as presented. Motion carried by unanimous vote.  

 

A) To approve the minutes of the regular meeting held February 10, 2025. 

B) To approve Accounts Payable Bill Listing #25-03 in the amount of $155,185.75 and     

Supplemental AP Bill Listing #24-03A in the amount of $74,616.42. 

C) To approve Accounts Payable Bill Listing – Omland Court, $3,270.05. 

COMMITTEES/BOARDS/COMMISSION: 

City Administration: Cassie Heide reported on matters pertaining to her department. 

➢ Heide stated she has been pleased with Vossler’s hire; she is doing a great job. 

➢ Heide reported she was notified on Friday the city was not selected for funding of the FIT 

Trail Expansion Phase 3, St, Mary’s portion. Though this is the first time they have not 

been selected, they received nice feedback. It was very competitive, others scored higher, 

and there was a lack of funding. 

➢ Heide wrote a letter on behalf of the City of Fosston to Chair House Transportation 

Finance and Policy Committee offering support and urging the passage of Representative 

Burkel’s House File 192 pertaining to the cost of essential infrastructure projects. 

➢ Heide took part in the HF 335 testimony via zoom and included her testimony in packets 

for the council. Heide also thanked the Chair and members of the committee for the 

opportunity to testify in support of HF 335 and thanked Representative Johnson for 

bringing this bill forward. Heide stated the BDPI-Greater Minnesota Business 

Development Infrastructure Grant Program provided crucial support in offsetting the 

local share of a $5.8 million federal economic development loan for the City of Fosston’s 

fourth industrial park expansion. 

➢ Heide provided the council with the Essentia dispute legal fees and expenditures 

spreadsheet as of February 28, 2025. 
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➢ Ambulance Service certified aid amounts for 2024 from the Minnesota Department of 

Revenue were furnished to the council members. Essentia Health EMS (Fosston) 

received $125,682.52 while the second shared ambulance with Essentia Health EMS 

(Ada) received $158,520.78. 

➢ Heide and Lyseng have been working with AE2s on the wastewater plan review. This is 

contingent upon funding and will remain on the priority list. 

➢ Heide has been working with Bolin (Karvakko) on the new hangar leases. 

➢ The hangar project prefab construction is approximately 6 weeks out, will not begin until 

July and scheduled to complete in September.  

➢ Heide reported Fjerstad stopped in on behalf of the American Legion, they would like to 

cover the cost and place a large flag at the Veteran’s Memorial Park.  

➢ Heide was notified of another situation regarding the ambulance taking more than 90 

minutes to get to Oklee, she wanted to make sure it was passed along to the elected 

officials.  

➢ Heide reminded the council that the budget to actual financials is located in their packets. 

Street/Utilities/Sanitation: Steven Lyseng reported on matters pertaining to his department. 

Water & Sewer 

➢ Staff have been busy jetting the storm and drain sewers. 

➢ Automated chlorine reader has been installed at the water treatment plant, AE2s will 

program in the next few weeks. 

➢ Ponds will be sampled once the ice comes off. 

➢ Lyseng noted homeowners/property owners are responsible for their water service line 

from the home to the main. 

➢ PFAS testing was completed on February 12, 2025. 

➢ AE2s PFAS plan is complete. 

➢ Lyseng reported the 2026 Lead & Copper Rule sample plans, review site plans are 

complete and approved. The lead & copper line replacement is required to be completed 

by 2033. Fosston has four homes they will need access into for this line replacement. 

➢ To date, there have been four water main breaks for 2025. 

Electrical 

➢ The three reclosures ordered were received and are currently in cold storage. They will 

need to be programmed. Residents are not expected to lose power when it comes time to 

replace them. 

➢ Lyseng reported 150 residential electrical meters have been ordered. Staff have been 

working to replace approximately one hundred meters each year. This is bringing the city 

closer to all electronic meter reading. 

➢ Continue to work on mapping updates. 

Natural Gas 
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➢ Staff took part in fusion training with Clearbrook and Bagley in February at the City 

shop. 

➢ Lyseng stated he has been working on Gas year end reports, distribution, DIMP & 

SHRIMP reporting, and risk assessments. 

➢ MNOPS will be on site July 7-11, 2025.  

Street Department 

➢ The 600 95-gallon garbage cans (blue with the city logo) arrived and have been 

distributed to each resident. Lyseng stated some are not happy with the larger can but 

continue to remind these cans will help eliminate injury. 

➢ London has been completing minor maintenance on the street sweeper, getting ready for 

Spring. 

➢ Snowplows and equipment are still ready to go if it does snow. 

➢ Lyseng is working with Kinnen (Karvakko) on the Southside Preliminary report. 

Other  

➢  MMUA provided CPR training on March 3, 2025, and will continue to as needed.  

➢ Lyseng reported Tom Perkerwicz (Maintenance Worker) will be retired on March 7, 

2025. Lyseng thanked him for his commitment to the city, stating he will be missed by 

all. 

Civic Center: Karen Graham (absent) Heide and Lyseng reported on matters pertaining to 

Karen’s department. 

➢ Lyseng reported a new pump was ordered for the pool through Minnesota Pump Works as 

the old one, an original, began to lose its prime causing issues. 

➢ Mayor Offerdahl informed the council they are looking into reestablishing a Parks & 

Recreations board/committee which would involve a core group from the community to 

bring innovative ideas to the table.  

Police Department: Chief Phil Juve and Officer Mary Olson reported on matters pertaining to the 

police department.  

➢ Olson reported that the month of February had 138 calls for service resulting in 23 ICR’s, 

two citations and one warrant arrest. The department received numerous calls in February 

on juvenile/child protection issues, mental health issues and property damage.  

➢ Juve reported they will be joining Bagley Police Department for their annual defensive 

tactics training once the ground dries up. They will have training on taser & pepper spray, 

liquor license & gun permit processing, and background checks. 

➢ A member of the Minnesota Chief of Police Association notified the Fosston Police 

Department that Bloomington Police Department have 4 Kevlar helmets they are parting 

with at no cost. These helmets are valued at $1000 each. Juve accepted this offer and will 

receive them soon. 

➢ Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) program has provided funding for law enforcement agencies 

to receive additional breathalyzers that are used to address impaired driving. 
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➢ Juve submitted a grant for additional safety vests for the department.  

Community Development: 

➢ The EDA board met at noon. Discussion took place on marketing Fosston, Facebook, and 

additional ways to promote Fosston. The board continues to look for more housing and 

development opportunities in Fosston.  

➢ A goals meeting was held on March 3, 2025. The board reviewed strategic plans, 

businesses, commercial, and housing opportunities. 

➢ There are two interested developers for the Northwood property with plans ranging from 

18-36 units. There is a need and desire for continued growth in the community. 

 

Heide reported that the EDA board met and recommended the approval of the Pine Peak Therapy 

loan in the amount of $35,000 with 5.5% interest at 5 years to purchase Anytime Fitness. They 

plan to move their business to that location and still provide a gym 24/7, although it would not 

stay an Anytime Fitness. 

Motion was made by Anderson, seconded by Dufault to approve the loan of $35,000 at 5.5% for 

5 years. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

Hospital Board/Healthcare: 

➢ Heide reported that by virtue of her role as Administrator she serves on the First Care 

Medical Services Board of Directors. She will be participating in a meeting on Tuesday 

along with Lori Sundbom and Kim Bodensteiner but will continue to indicate the city 

does not agree with the removal of Bob Overmoe from the board.  

➢ Heide provided the council with a detailed listing of certified aid received in 2024 from 

the Minnesota Department of Revenue paid to Essentia Health EMS (Fosston) for 

Ambulance Service in the amount of $125,682.52. The second ambulance is shared with 

Essentia Health EMS (Ada) who received $158,520.78. Goodrich was asked if Fosston 

would be receiving another ambulance and replied due to receiving the notice of dispute 

on Friday he does not believe the conversation for ambulance service is appropriate for 

discussion at this council meeting. Heide reported the ambulance subsidy submitted to 

the county by Essentia Health EMS Fosston was $214,021.00 in 2023, $201,319.00 in 

2024 and $243,000 is budgeted for 2025.  

➢ Dufault was informed by a community member that the heavily relied on A1C machine is 

no longer available at Essentia and asked Goodrich and Curtis why that was. Goodrich 

replied testing now has been consolidated but individuals are still able to geta draw in 

town and would receive results within 24 hours. Mayor Offerdahl asked why the testing 

is now consolidated and if there was a licensed technician that was hired to perform the 

test. Goodrich stated he was not able to provide an answer at this time. Heide shared her 

concern with patients now needing to make numerous visits to the clinic when some may 

not be able to.  

Communications: Kirby Vossler reported on matters pertaining to her position. 
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➢ Vossler has been in her position for approximately one month.  

➢ Vossler reported she is busy with updating the website, Find Your Place in Fosston 

pamphlets, the city Facebook page, and channel 7.  

➢ Vossler will be taking a two-part training course pertaining to First Amendment Rights 

and Best Practices/Laws to be utilized by cities. 

➢ New banner designs (set of 5) were provided to the council members. The proposed 

banners will be hung along highway 2 for the summer. Individuals can purchase a banner 

and have a “Donated By” or “In Memory of” name at the bottom if they wish. Business 

names are not able to be included on the banner as it is considered advertising. Vossler 

will reach out to the community for interest in purchasing them. 

Arts & Culture Commission: No report. 

City Attorney: No report. 

 

Airport Commission:  

➢ In January, Jim Bardwell was voted and replaced Bruce Emmel on the Airport 

Commission. 

➢ AWOS bid opening will be on April 2, 2025, at 10:30am with the Airport Commission 

meeting to follow at 11:00am. 

 

Council considered adoption of an Ordinance of the City of Fosston amending Chapter 51: 
Refuse § 51.03 Containers. 

 

Heide informed the council that the current ordinance implemented by the City will need to be 

amended by modifying regulations concerning garbage receptacles including the receptacle size; 

95-gallon with wheels and a push/pull bar. 

 

 

Introduced by Council Member Anderson. 

 

Seconded by Council Member Mulry 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-01 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF FOSSTON, MINNESOTA, 

AMENDING CHAPTER 51 ENTITLED “REFUSE” BY MODIFYING REGULATIONS 

CONCERNING GARBAGE RECEPTACLES 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FOSSTON, MINNESOTA, DOES 

ORDAIN, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1.  Section 51.03, entitled “Containers” of Chapter 51, entitled “REFUSE”, of the 

Fosston City Code is repealed and replaced with the following: 
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§ 51.03 CONTAINERS 

 

The city shall provide a 95-gallon receptacle with wheels and a push/pull bar to the owner or 

occupant of each residence and certain businesses for the deposit of all garbage, refuse, or other 

debris resulting from or in connection with the use of his or her premises. The owner or occupant 

shall use the receptacle for the deposit of garbage, refuse and other debris and keep the 

receptacle covered at all times with a cover designed therefor, and shall keep the receptacle in a  

clean condition and drained of all water and other liquids except as may be specifically deposited 

in a separately sealed container and shall be placed in a location most convenient for collection.   

 

(’82 Code, § 403.03) Penalty, see § 10.99 Cross-reference:Public nuisances affecting health; 

garbage cans, see § 92.02 

 

Section 2. If any provision of this ordinance is found to be invalid for any reason by a court of 

competent jurisdiction, the validity of the remaining provisions shall not be affected.  

Section 3. This ordinance becomes effective on the date of its publication, or upon the 

publication of a summary of the ordinance as provided by Minn. Stat., § 412.191, subd. 4, as it 

may be amended from time to time, which meets the requirements of Minn. Stat. § 331A.01, 

subd. 10, as it may be amended from time to time.  

 

 

This Ordinance becomes effective on the date of its publication. 

 

 Voting in the negative: None 

 

 Voting in the affirmative: Anderson, Mulry, Dufault and Offerdahl. 

 

 Passed this 10th day of March 2025. 

 

    

      ______________________________ 

      Mayor 

 

ATTEST: _____________________ 

                Clerk  

 

 

 

Council considered approval of the 2025 Liquor License Applications for On Sale in the amount 

of $1,000 to Over & Under Inc-Ventures Bar & Grill, Hugo’s and Daroos. Sunday On Sale in the 

amount of $200 to Over & Under Inc-Ventures Bar & Grill, and Hugo’s. Off Sale in the amount 

of $200 to Corner Liquor and Hugo’s. 

          

Motion was made by Dufault, seconded by Anderson to approve the 2025 Liquor License 

Applications. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
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Council considered approval of a lease for the Incubator space used by Ignite Youth Center for 

2025.  

 

The lease agreement between the City of Fosston and Ignite Station Youth Center, Inc. is 

effective from April 1, 2025, through March 31, 2026. The Ignite Youth Center welcomes all 

youth in for activities and snacks.  

 

Motion was made by Mulry, seconded by Dufault to approve the lease for the Incubator space 

used by Ignite Youth Center for 2025. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

Council considered approval of the Prairie Pines Assisted Living Roof Replacement.  

 

Heide furnished a copy of the installment loan note between the City of Fosston and Essentia 

Health (Borrower) to each member. As stated in the note, the borrower promises to pay the City 

of Fosston $50,000 with interest on the principal amount until paid, computed from the date, 

which is thirty days prior to the date for payment of the first installment at a rate of 7.5% per 

annum from March 10, 2025. The note is to be paid in thirty-six consecutive payments of 

$1,555.31 per month until paid in full with a final maturity date of March 10, 2028. Heide has 

been in contact with Mike Manecke, prior to his retirement, on the roof replacement needs. An 

adjustor examined the roof a couple of years ago and determined though the shingles are failing, 

the roof being 21 years old had normal wear and tear. Manecke provided Heide with three 

estimates for the roof replacement. Holweger Construction LLC with an estimated cost of 

$144,000.00, All Elements Inc. with an estimated cost of $168,785.00, and Provision Contractors 

LLC with an estimated cost of $162,549.76. Manecke suggested Holweger Construction LLC as 

they provided the lower estimate. Heide noted this would be treated like an interfund loan but is 

not as simple as an interfund loan as the city would be paid back from an outside entity. Heide 

also provided the council with a amortization schedule for the thirty-six payments as well as a 

spreadsheet providing the total expenditure and revenues for years 2025-2034. A signature will 

be required to secure payments. Action will be contingent upon Essentia’s agreement on the loan 

note.  

 

Motion was made by Dufault, seconded by Anderson to approve Holweger Construction LLC to 

replace the Prairie Pines Assisted Living roof and approve the installment loan note contingent 

upon Essentia Health and Utilities Commission agreeing to the loan. Motion carried by 

unanimous vote.  

 

Council considered approval of Pay Estimate No. 6 to Davidson Construction in the amount of 

$50,925.99 for the Airport Runway Reconstruction project. 

 

Bolin informed the council this is the semi-final pay application, there will be one more for the 

final retainage once the project is completed. 

 

Motion was made by Anderson, seconded by Dufault to approve Pay Estimate No. 6 to Davidson 

Construction in the amount of $50,925.99 for the Airport Runway Reconstruction project. 
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Keith Kinnen and Jerry Bolin, Karvakko –Airport, FIT Trail Expansion, TAP/Berge Park 

Sidewalk Project, CRP 2nd St NE Sidewalk: 

 

➢ Kinnen reported that the runway project is complete, just a few miscellaneous items to 

wrap up before closing out the project. 

➢ They are working through the Master Plan for the Airport and met with the FAA on 

February 26th.  

➢ Will begin to focus on projects for the next couple of years, which will include realigning 

the taxiway once the new T-Hangar project is complete. 

➢ The city was not approved for funding of the Phase 3 portion of the FIT Trail Expansion 

but will continue to move forward with Phase 1 & 2. 

➢ Karvakko will have a preconstruction meeting with Gordon Construction at the end of 

March or beginning of April to review materials and timelines. 

➢ They continue to move forward on the 2nd Street Project design and environmental plans. 

A clean water grant and drinking water revolving fund grant will be due May 2, 2025. 

 

 

Jarda Solc (AE2S) – 2024 Industrial Park/Airport Utilities and Hangar Project, wastewater 

expansion review: 

 

➢ Wastewater updates will be completed in the next 2-3 weeks. 

➢ Reierson Construction sent over their contracts, will have a preconstruction meeting in 

May and will begin construction in June. 

 

There being no further business to come before the council, a motion was made by Anderson 

seconded by Mulry to adjourn. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

              Cassandra Heide, City Administrator 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


