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A new regulation by the Pipeline of Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) went into effect 

April 14, 2017, expanding the use of Excess Flow Valves on our gas distribution system. The new regulation 

is an expansion of the previous rule which covered single family residences, and now includes multifamily res-

idences and small commercial properties. We are notifying you that as a customer you have the right to re-

quest an excess flow valve be installed on your service line. Excess Flow Valve installation is not a require-

ment it’s the customer’s choice. Fosston Utilities has determined the minimum charge to install the excess 

flow valve will be $150.00. Additional charges may be incurred to cover added cost due to service location and 

or restoration expenses if required. All charges will be determined before installation.  

Excess Flow Valve, (EFV), is a safety device installed on a service line, where it branches from the main distri-

bution line. They are designed with a spring which holds  valve open during normal operation and then shuts 

it down if the line is damaged or cut. With an EFV installed a damaged service would not release gas at a high 

rate, but reduces the flow of gas to a low rate. So that leak detection would be able to locate the sources of the 

damage reducing the potential for a fire or explosion. If the EFV was triggered, service to the customer would 

be interrupted until the service line was repaired. An EFV is a mechanical device and may fail, at which time 

there would be additional costs associated with replacement of the EFV. At this time the charges would be 

the same to install a new or replace a failed EFV. 

Large commercial customers would need a manual valve and valve box installed under this new rule. There 

are currently no EFV’s large enough to keep a large commercial service in operation during normal usage. If 

requested, large commercial customers would be charged on a case by case basis to cover the costs of having a 

manual shut off valve installed.  Manual Valve and valve box installation is not a requirement it’s the custom-

er’s choice.  

The complete Federal Register publication of the Final Rule is available online at: 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdys/pkg/FR-2016-10-14/pdf/2016-24817.pdf. 

For more information on an Excess Flow Value or manual shut off valve stop by City Hall. Request for an 

EFV or shut off valve can be made to City Hall during regular work hours Monday through Friday between 

8:00 A.M and 4:30 P.M. Staff will schedule with the customer an agreeable time and date to install an EFV or 

manual shut off valve for the large commercial customer.  

              Energy Saving Tip of the Month: 
Switch your ceiling fan to turn in a counter-clockwise direc-

tion in the summer; in the winter, run it at low speed, but 

clockwise. 

New Regulation Regarding Natural Gas Services 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdys/pkg/FR-2016-10-14/pdf/2016-24817.pdf


No person shall stop or park a vehicle on a street or highway when directed or ordered to proceed by any 

peace officer invested by law with authority to direct, control, or regulate traffic. 

No person shall park a vehicle or permit it to stand upon any street in the city for any continuous period in 

excess of 24 hours. 

No person shall park a vehicle or permit it to stand whether attended or unattended in any alley in the city, 

except for loading and unloading, but in no event in excess of one hour. 

No truck-tractor or semi-trailer shall park for longer than two hours on any public street. 

Following a snowstorm no car shall be parked on any streets until the snow has been removed by city 

maintenance personnel. 

Parking with traffic along city streets is proper street parking.  

 
Coming Events: 

• City Council Meeting—Monday, June 

8,  7pm 

• Yard of the week—June 8th—August 

10th. 

 

 

Y 
ard of  the Week is set for June 8th through August 10th. 

This year you have 10 opportunities to be owner to the 

“Yard of  the Week.” Along with the honor of  being 

chosen, you will also receive a yard themed gift basket 

from one of  our local sponsors, be featured in the 13 Towns and 

have the famous “Yard of  the Week” sign in your yard during that 

week!  

www.fosston.com 

Parking Regulations According to Fosston City Ordinance 

Fosston Municipal Utilities reminds you to call Gopher State One Call (GSOC) before you dig. You should 

call GSOC two (2) business days before digging. They will then call out utility companies in the area to 

mark their lines. You must not dig any closer than two (2) feet from any utility markings. You should have 

the following information ready before you call: Your name, phone number, street address, dig location, 

nearest intersection, type of work, start date and time. 

1-800-252-1166. 
Also, the City of Fosston reminds you to check to ensure that you have the proper permit for the  type of 

construction you are doing. Call City Hall to see if your project requires a zoning permit.  

 

Call Before You Dig 


