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MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF FOSSTON, POLK COUNTY MINNESOTA 

February 10, 2025 

 

The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Fosston, Polk County Minnesota was held in 

council chambers on Monday, February 10, at 7:00 p.m. 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Offerdahl with the following members present: 

Dufault, Anderson, Mulry and Pearson. Also present was Cassie Heide, Karen Graham, Amelia 

Linehan, Steven Lyseng, Stephen Larson, Keith Kinnen & Jerry Bolin (Karvakko Engineering), 

Nicole Dolejs (AE2s), Michael Curtis (Essentia), Tanner Goodrich (Essentia), Chief Juve, 

Officer Olson, Kenny Olson, and Darcie Seledkov via zoom. 

 

Motion was made by Anderson, seconded by Mulry to approve the agenda with modifications. 

Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

Motion was made by Anderson, seconded by Dufault to approve Consent Agenda items A., B., 

C. as presented. Motion carried by unanimous vote.  

 

A) To approve the minutes of the regular meeting held January 13, 2025. 

B) To approve Accounts Payable Bill Listing #25-02 in the amount of $90,822.55 and 

Supplemental AP Bill Listing #24-02A in the amount of $975,517.31. 

C) To approve Accounts Payable Bill Listing – Omland Court, $3,394.39. 

COMMITTEES/BOARDS/COMMISSION: 

City Administration: Cassie Heide reported on matters pertaining to her department. 

➢ The month of January was busy with the EV charging stations. 

➢ Heide stated with the approval of the sanitation rate increase in January, the ordinance 

will need to be amended. Formal action will take place on March 10, 2025, at 7:30pm 

during the regular council meeting. 

➢ Heide provided the council with the Essentia dispute legal fees and expenditures 

spreadsheet as of January 31, 2025. 

➢ Heide informed the council the annual audit took place the week of February 3rd. Staff 

were able to upload documents prior to February for the auditors who were remote for 

two days and on site for two days. All went very well.  

➢ Heide has been working on a Single Audit. This is another layer of auditing required 

when more than $750,000 is received from State or Federal Funding. The audit is nearly 

complete and a formal report is anticipated to take place at the March council meeting.  

➢ Heide took part in the Legislative Rally in St. Paul at the Capitol on January 28th & 29th 

to inform and influence state lawmakers on key issues the City has been dealing with. 

Offerdahl and Mulry will be attending the Coalition of Greater MN Cities (CGMC) 2025 

Legislative Action Day this week. 

➢ Heide and Graham met with Todd Selk and Ryan Hanlon to discuss the 3-year renewal 

plan for the Fosston Civic Center. 
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➢ Heide has been working on year end reports and closing out 2024.  

Street/Utilities/Sanitation: Steven Lyseng reported on matters pertaining to his department. 

Water & Sewer 

➢ Lyseng has been working on the Lead & Copper Rule sample plans, review site plans are 

due in 2026. 

➢ Lyseng will be attending the annual Minnesota Rural Water Association (MRWA) Water 

& Wastewater Technical Conference March 4-6th in St. Cloud.  

➢ There have been two water breaks in the month of January, one on 3rd Street SE and the 

other on Park Place. Lyseng noted, there have been breaks at those locations many years 

prior.  

➢ PFAS testing will be performed on February 12th. 

➢ Lyseng reported the Wellhead protection plan audit is coming up. He is working with 

Heide and Dyana Dunnigan who will meet again on February 25th. 

Electrical 

➢ The three reclosures ordered were received and are currently in cold storage. They will 

need to be programmed. Residents are not expected to lose power when it comes time to 

replace them. 

➢ Lyseng reported 150 residential electrical meters have been ordered. Staff have been 

working to replace approximately one hundred meters each year. This is brining the city 

closer to all electronic meter reading. 

Natural Gas 

➢ Lyseng stated he has been working on Gas year end reports, distribution, DIMP & 

SHRIMP reporting, and risk assessments. 

➢ Staff will take part in fusion training with Clearbrook and Bagley on Thursday this week 

at the City Shop 

Street Department 

➢ The street department and staff have been busy plowing, hauling snow, maintaining 

equipment, and replacing lights. 

➢ The 600 90-gallon garbage cans ordered, (blue with the city logo) are scheduled to arrive 

next week. Once assembled, the cans will be dispersed by route. Mulry asked if a second 

garbage can would be provided for recycling. Lyseng explained that the Polk County 

Incinerator in town sort recyclables from waste, a second can may not be needed for that 

use.   

➢ Lyseng informed the council the 5th Street Project bid opening took place on February 6th. 

➢ Lyseng is working with Kinnen (Karvakko) on the Southside Preliminary report. 

 

Other  
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➢ Lyseng reported Minnesota Municipal Utilities Association (MMUA) will be 

providing CPR training this month for the staff. 

➢ Tom Perkerwicz (Maintenance Worker) will be retiring on March 7, 2025. Lyseng 

thanked him for his commitment to the city, stating he will be missed by all. 

Civic Center: Karen Graham reported on matters pertaining to her department. 

➢ Graham reported the Bagley 3rd Graders came to the pool last week, twice a day. Fosston 

4th Graders will be coming to the pool next week through the end of the school year.  

➢ The Bonspiel took place at the rink a couple of weeks prior. Concessions were provided 

in the complex. The weather was cold but still had a great turn out. Kingo and Hope 

Church utilized the curling lanes and equipment on Sunday and the school was able to 

use it on Monday. 

➢ Graham informed the council she has 3-4 new lifeguards coming on for the summer, 

training will take place at the end of the month. 

Police Department: Chief Phil Juve and Officer Mary Olson reported on matters pertaining to the 

police department.  

➢ Olson reported the month of January had 126 calls for service resulting in 25 ICR’s, 4 

citations-2 criminal and 2-traffic related. The department received numerous calls in 

January on juvenile/child protection issues as well as motor vehicle property damage.  

➢ Juve stated snow events have caused parking issues. They are tagging vehicles to notify 

the owners the vehicle needs to be moved. 

➢ Juve attended the Chief Law Enforcement Training last week in Camp Ripley. The 

training included eighteen classes including officer wellness, and mental and physical 

wellness.  

➢ Juve reported per the Minnesota Board of Peace Officer Standards and Training (MN 

POST) mandated policies, the Fosston Police Department will have an audit in June 2025 

on hiring practices, mandated trainings, use of force, firearms, and weapon trainings, 

ensuring these regulations are up to par and in compliance with the law. This will be the 

third audit for the PD.  

➢ Essentia provided CPR & AED training for the Fosston Police Department. All went 

well. 

➢ Juve reported the “Prescription Take-Back” has had a phenomenal outcome. Nord’s 

Pharmacy & Gifts and the City’s prescription boxes are busy and being checked weekly.  

Community Development: 

➢ The EDA board met at noon. Discussion took place on marketing Fosston, Facebook, and 

additional ways to promote Fosston. The board continues to look for more housing and 

development opportunities in Fosston.  

Hospital Board/Healthcare: 

➢ Mayor Offerdahl called on Michael Curtis (Essentia) for an update pertaining to the 

ambulance issue discussed at the January council meeting resulting in a fall victim having 
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to wait for a half hour outside in the cold for an ambulance to arrive due to Fosston EMS 

being in Bagley. Mutual aid was called and had to come from Fertile, extending the wait 

time. Curtis stated at the time of the incident, the Fosston ambulance was on a mutual aid 

call in Bagley resulting in no available ambulance in town. Anderson and Dufault both 

questioned why there is only one ambulance in town. Tanner Goodrich (Essentia) stated 

the ambulance has been busy, receiving six hundred calls in 2024. When asked how many 

ambulances there  in Fosston, Goodrich confirmed there is currently one. Anderson 

informed Goodrich that there were four rigs when First Care Medical Services operated 

the service. Anderson further informed that his mother had to wait overnight to get the 

care she needed in Fargo due to no ambulance availability here. Anderson asked if the 

ambulance was considered a core service. Heide responded the ambulance service most 

definitely is a core service in Fosston. Dufault demanded another ambulance be added to 

Fosston. Heide reminded the council the taxpayers are paying for ambulance services and 

need to be able to receive the service for which they are paying. Heide stated that the 

assessment to tax payers has increased while the service has decreased. Mayor Offerdahl 

asked why communication is lacking. It took one month to hear back on the ambulance 

issue and the city wasn’t notified of new appointments to the First Care Medical Services 

board of directors. Heide, per Bylaws, in her title and position must retain a seat on the 

Board of Directors. Goodrich said that the council was sent a letter notifying members of 

the change. Heide refuted that statement as she did not receive any formal notice of new 

appointments to the board and was only copied on the termination letter to Bob Overmoe. 

Offerdahl noted there has been no community input and asked if a new appointment has 

been made to the board for the residing seat. Goodrich stated there is a nomination in. 

Offerdahl asked who was nominated and who made the nomination. Goodrich responded, 

Essentia made the nomination for Lori Sundbom to fill the seat. Offerdahl questioned 

Goodrich why there is no communication between Essentia and the community. Goodrich 

replied the communication stopped due to the city terminating the contract. Heide added 

that there were several communication breakdowns prior to termination and opportunities 

to communicate. Offerdahl stated something needs to change, the council is willing to 

speak with Essentia and the organization needs to do better. Goodrich stated he 

appreciates the feedback.  

Arts & Culture Commission: 

➢ Heide reported the commission met prior to council. They were awarded $6,500.00 for 

artwork to be placed on transformers around town. Working on finding artists to complete 

this artwork. They are in the process of applying for an additional grant.  

➢ Events are coming together for the Spring and Summer. 

➢ Anderson asked if there was progress on the library roof. Lyseng reported he is working 

on quotes for the repair work. League of Minnesota Cities (LMC) will cover some of the 

damages incurred. Lyseng stated they are also looking into a new pitched roof or 

replacement of the flat rubber. Heide reported that this is a priority for 2025.  

City Attorney: No report. 
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Airport Commission:  

➢ Heide, Kinnen, and Bolin meet with representatives from the FAA and MNDOT 

Aeronautics in Bemidji. The Capital Improvement Plan was reviewed and remains on 

track.  

➢ The Airport Commission will meet soon.  

➢ AWOS Project will be going out for bid soon and set to be replaced this summer. 

➢ Two pilots have reached out, interested in hangar space. Heide is working on a lease and 

anticipates having a lease for approval at the April council meeting.   

 

Council held a public hearing at 7:15pm to consider adopting a Resolution Vacating Polk Avenue 

in Stephens Addition to Fosston. 

Offerdahl called the hearing to order. 

Heide informed the council the property being discussed is located between the Carwash and 

Cenex. Stephen Larson prepared the resolution that was furnished to each council member. 

Heide stated LePier’s is one of the property owners affected and is looking at selling the 

property. The City was under the impression this property in question was owned by MNDOT. 

When researched, the property was discovered to be Polk Ave. Heide stated the owners of the 

Carwash and Cenex would split the property and would give permanent easements to each other 

for use by both properties customers. Larson stated both owners would have an agreement and 

would need to swap deeds which Larson would prepare.  

Motion was made by Dufault, seconded by Pearson close the public hearing. Motion passed by 

unanimous vote. 

Council instructed Attorney Larson to ensure the easements are executed prior to vacating Polk 

Ave. 

Member Dufault introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION VACATING POLK AVENUE IN STEPHENS ADDITION TO 

FOSSTON: 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-09 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Fosston, Minnesota, previously passed 

Resolution No. 25-08 noting its interest in vacating, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 

412.851, all of Polk Avenue in Stephens Addition to Fosston, described as: 

 
---All of that part of Polk Avenue in the Plat of Stephens Addition to West Fosston, Polk County, 

Minnesota lying southwesterly of the existing US Highway 2 Right-of Way: Commencing at the 

northwest corner of Block 11, Stephens Addition to West Fosston; thence along the southerly 
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Right-of-Way of US Highway 2 a distance of 80 feet, more or less, to the northeast corner of 

Block 12, Stephens Addition to West Fosston and there terminating.---   

and 

 WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on the 10th day of February, 2025 at 7:15 p.m. 

before the City Council in the Fosston City Hall located at 220 First Street East after due 

published notice had been given on January 21st , and January 28th, 2025, due posted notice had 

been given on January 13th, due mailed notice had been given on January 14th, 2025, and all 

persons interested were given an opportunity to be heard; and 

 WHEREAS, the City Council in its discretion has determined that vacation of the above 

described streets appears in the interest of the public and will benefit the public because: The 

property subject to the above described streets will be used for future development. 

 WHEREAS, at least 4/5 of all the members of the City Council concur in this 

Resolution; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED, that portion of the following streets, legally 

described below, are hereby vacated: 

---All of that part of Polk Avenue in the Plat of Stephens Addition to West Fosston, Polk County, 

Minnesota lying southwesterly of the existing US Highway 2 Right-of Way: Commencing at the 

northwest corner of Block 11, Stephens Addition to West Fosston; thence along the southerly 

Right-of-Way of US Highway 2 a distance of 80 feet, more or less, to the northeast corner of 

Block 12, Stephens Addition to West Fosston and there terminating.---   

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Administrator are hereby 

authorized to sign all documents necessary to effectuate the intent of this resolution. 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by member Pearson 

and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

Dufault, Pearson, Anderson, Mulry, and Offerdahl. 

And the following voted against the same: None. 
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Whereupon said resolution was declared passed and adopted by the City Council on this 10th day 

of February 2025. 

     APPROVED: 

 

     _________________________________ 

     Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________ 

City Administrator 

 

Council held a public hearing continuation at 7:30pm to determine whether substandard or 

hazardous conditions exist on the property located at 508 3rd Street NE, Fosston, MN 56542, 

Parcel No. 87-00336.00 and to determine what action needs to be taken to remedy such 

conditions. 

Offerdahl called the hearing to order.  

City Attorney Larson stated that he had time to review this and suggested council should issue an 

order that prohibits the house to be occupied until the issues are fixed. If there is someone 

residing in the home and there is no access, a warrant could then be issued. If the council orders 

that it is substandard or hazardous for occupancy, the order would then be served on Lewis 

(property owner) and on the tenants. A hard deadline is not necessary if the home is determined 

to be hazardous and is not occupied. ????? Dufault reminded the council the city has an 

ordinance on dilapidated properties in Fosston. This property does not fall into that category at 

this time.  Darcie Seledkov, attending via zoom, questioned why the power was originally turned 

on if the city knew there was an issue. Lyseng stated the city turned on the power for temporary 

use for renovations being made to the home. It is the property owner’s responsibility to install 

permanent power on the property. Seledkov questioned how long before they would be able to 

reside in the home. Offerdahl stated again, there would not be a timeline as Lewis needs to fix 

the sub-hazardous issues on the inspection report before any tenants would be allowed to rent the 

home. Larson suggested Seledkov’s reach out to Northwest Minnesota for legal services 

pertaining to their personal items left in the property.  

Motion was made by Anderson, seconded by Dufault to issue an order to Lewis stating the 

conditions are found to be substandard and hazardous for occupancy and cannot be occupied 

until the conditions are remedied and inspected and to close the public hearing. Motion passed by 

unanimous vote. 

Consider approving a FEDA/IRP loan application to Pine Peak Therapy per  

recommendation of FEDA.  
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Heide reported FEDA has tabled this loan application due to needing more information. No 

action was taken. 

 

Consider approving new hire, Communications Coordinator. 

 

Heide reported the position was open for two weeks. Kirby Vossler was the only applicant and 

was interviewed by Heide and Linehan with the position being offered contingent upon approval. 

Dufault asked for a recap of the position. Heide stated this is a part-time, non-exempt position 

with a cap of approximately 1200 hours per year. Benefits are pro-rated with Earned Sick & Safe 

Time (ESST) and PERA effective immediately. Vossler indicated she would opt out to the city 

health insurance. This position would report to Heide. 

 

Motion was made by Pearson, seconded by Dufault to approve Kirby Vossler as the 

Communication Coordinator. Opposed by Anderson and Mulry. Motion carried. 

 

Council considered approving the Application for Exempt Permit for the Turkey Banquet March 

13, 2025, at Venture’s Bar & Grill.  

 

Motion was made by Anderson, seconded by Mulry to approve the Application for Exempt 

Permit for the Turkey Banquet March 13, 2025, at Venture’s Bar & Grill. Motion carried by 

unanimous vote. 

 

Council considered approving Amendment #2 to Task Order No 10 Airport AWOS with no net 

dollar 

change. 

 

Motion was made Dufault, seconded by Anderson to approve Amendment #2 to Task Order No 

10 Airport AWOS with no net dollar change. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

Council considered awarding the 2025 5Th St NE Street & Utility Reconstruction per AE2S 

recommendation. 

 

Reierson Construction was the lowest bidder, approximately $177,000 under the Engineers 

Estimate of $1.4million. Anderson questioned Dolejs about the contractor’s work as he was not 

confident in the contractor’s previous projects completed. Dolejs stated AE2S has been in 

contact with Reierson Construction confirming the schedule and verifying the work being 

completed in phases. This project is scheduled to be completed by September 6, 2025. 

 

Motion was made by Anderson, seconded by Pearson to Award the 2025 5th Street & Utility 

Reconstruction to Reierson Construction. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
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Keith Kinnen and Jerry Bolin, Karvakko –Airport, FIT Trail Expansion, TAP/Berge Park 

Sidewalk Project, CRP 2nd St NE Sidewalk: 

 

➢ Kinnen reported they are working through the Master Plan for the Airport and will have a 

meeting with the FAA on February 26th.  

➢ They are continuing to work through the designs for the 2nd Street Project.  

➢ Geotech borings were completed on the FIT Trail, waiting on that report. Heide is 

working with Calvary on the easements needed. 

➢ Karvakko met with Minnesota Public Facilities Authority (PFA) staff regarding the 

Southside Project. The project looks like it will score favorable. Next step will need to 

get on the Project Priority List which is due March 1st. The project is projected to be 

complete in the Summer of 2027. 

 

Nicole Dolejs (AE2S) – 2024 Industrial Park/Airport Utilities and Hangar Project, wastewater 

expansion review: 

 

➢ Dolejs spoke with the contractor for the Industrial Park Project, they plan to pave as soon 

as they are able to dependent on the weather conditions.  

 

 

There being no further business to come before the council, a motion was made by Anderson 

seconded by Mulry to adjourn. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

              Cassandra Heide, City Administrator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


