MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF FOSSTON, POLK COUNTY MINNESOTA
APRIL 26, 2017

The Board of Review of the Council of the City of Fosston, Polk County Minnesota was held in council chambers on Wednesday, April 26, 2017 at 4:00 p.m. for the purpose of reviewing and correcting the assessments of the city.

Vice-Chair Dufault called the meeting to order in the absence of Mayor Offerdahl with the following members present:  Veum, Anderson and Hoialmen.  Members of the public present:  George Doyle, Rodney Emerson, Mark and Jackie Randall and Mike Trujillo.  Also present was Polk County Deputy Assessor Wes Oian and Polk County Assessor Mark Landsverk. 

Wes Oian, Polk County Assessor gave an overview of valuations and how the county makes the determinations on market value based on sales.  If they fall within 90 to 105% of assessor’s figures, then no changes are made.  If not, the Polk County Assessor’s Office will make the needed changes.  On occasions, the Minnesota Department of Revenue may mandate changes in valuations.  Polk County made no changes in the tillable acreage per the market sales.  Current market sales in Fosston were used to determine location factors and market areas.  Map factor changes were made as follows:

· Fosston city residential was changed from .85 to .87
· Fosston residential 2 was increased from .89 to .91
· Fosston residential 3 was increased from .85 to .91
· Fosston residential 4 had no change and remained at .89

New construction zoning permits were reviewed and field checks were completed as needed.

George Doyle, 509 3rd St. NE, parcel number 87.00495.00, questioned the increase in his estimated market value over the past four years.  Oian reviewed his information and indicated that his market value had actually gone down from $83,200 in 2015 to $82,300 in 2017.  No action was taken on Mr. Doyle’s market value per recommendation from Oian.

Rodney Emerson, 403 6th St. NE, parcel number 87.00454.00, was upset about the amount of his real estate taxes on his property.  Emerson was informed that this meeting deals only with estimated market value questions.  Oian noted that Emerson’s property is classified as non-homestead and there would result in somewhat higher taxes compared to a property classified as homestead.  In addition, non-homestead property does not qualify for the market value exclusion as homestead property does.  Emerson stated that he owns another home in Albertville that has the homestead classification.  Oian reviewed the market values for the past three years and recommended no changes.

Jackie and Mark Randall, 613 N. Foss Ave., parcel number 87.00457.00, reviewed their estimated market value with Oian.  Mrs. Randall had a question on the market value shown on her real estate tax statement and the valuation notice mailed out by Polk County.  Oian was able to explain the difference and the Randalls had no more questions.
 
Mike Trujillo, 209 N. Mark Ave., parcel number 87.00535.00, felt his property value was too high based on the many improvements that need to be made to the property.   

· The roof was leaking and had to be re-shingled
· The foundation is cracked all the way around the house.
· Sewer and water lines in the home had to be replaced.
· Three of the windows are bad.
· The chimney is falling off.
· The deck is in poor shape and will be removed.

Oian recommended that the board approve a reduction in the market value from $77,500 to $63,600 based on a 25% obsolescence factor.  

Motion was made by Anderson seconded by Hoialmen to accept the recommendation from Oian and reduce the market value to $63,600 on parcel #8700535.00.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Oian reported that he had spoken with Dustin Carlson regarding a home he owns at 216 N. Mark Ave., parcel number 87.00533.00 that is currently valued at $55,900.  Carlson is in the process of rehabbing the home and discovered some significant problems that need repair.  Oian has reviewed the home and is recommending an increase in the obsolescence factor and reducing the market value to $47,400.

Anderson made motion, seconded by Veum to accept the recommendation from Oian and reduce the market value on parcel #87.00533.00 to $47,400.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

There being no further business to come before the board, motion was made by Anderson seconded by Veum to close the hearing.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

	
							_____________________________
							Charles Lucken, City Administrator


