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Although Cordwood Pete had his little donkey Tamarack and his pet bird Sven as
companions, he longed for the companionship of another human being. Actually, what
he really wanted was a girlfriend. Although he didn’'t show it, at heart he was a very
romantic guy and had dreams of someday finding the right girl, settling down and raising
a family.

One day it happened! He met the girl of his dreams. This then is the story of Cordwood
Pete and the love of his life, Helga Swenson. It is about how they met, their courting
days, and how it all ended.

Cordwood met Helga at a basket social. The basket social was an annual fund raising
event held at the Opera House to raise money for the OHLH (The Over the Hill
Lumberjacks Home). All the single giris in the community would bring their baskets of
goodies to this event and the bachelors would bid on these. If there got to be a couple
of guys both wanting a certain girl's basket the bidding would get pretty lively. Helga was
one of the girls that always brought a basket. Hers always created a lively bidding war
as she was a super cook and baker.

Cordwood Pete had stopped into this social event for the very first time and it was there
that he first laid eyes on Helga. When he spotted Helga in the crowd he was smitten
with her looks and | guess you could say it was love at first sight. They say that
opposites attract, and this was certainly true in this case because never before were two
people more different in every way.

Helga was a big woman. A 100% Viking gal. She was about six feet tall and weighed
around 200 pounds. She was very out spoken and knew what she wanted. Cordwood,
as we all know, was 4 feet, nine inches tall and weighed under 100 pounds. He was
quiet and reserved.

The bidding began, basket after basket was soid. At that time, because the average
worker earned about one dollar a day, $3 or $4 dollars was considered a huge amount
to bid on a basket. Most went for one dollar.

This evening was no different than other basket socials. Basket after basket was sold
and finally Helga’s came up. Cordwood Pete had never bought a basket before in his
life, but he wanted to meet Helga and made up his mind that he was going to buy her
basket whatever the cost. There was one other fellow there that also had eyes for Helga.
His name was Knute Juveli, a bachelor farmer from Brandsvold township. Cordwood had
about $30 dollars in his pocket as he had just sold about 10 cords of wood. Knute had
sold one of his Holstein cows so he was pretty flush too.

The bidding began between Knute and Cordwood. It wasn'’t long before it had reached
$10. At the time that was an almost unheard of price for a basket. This was about two
weeks salary for the average working man. It didn’t stop there, however, dollar by dollar
the bidding climbed. Finally, it reached $25. Knute had received $27 for his cow and he
put his last dollar on the line. Cordwood raised it to $28 and Helga's basket was his.
Cordwood Pete had never had a date before but Helga took a liking to him right away.
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The evening went great. Cordwood ate everything she had fixed and afterward got up
nerve enough to ask to take her home. The only transportation he had was his donkey
Tamarack and so they rode double on Tamarack’s back to her folk’s farm in Brandsvoid
township. By that time Cordwood had made up his mind that some day, someway, he
was going to make Helga his bride. For the next 6 months he called on Helga every
Saturday night. He had bought a buggy and he would hitch Tamarack to it and go a
courting. One Saturday night they were parked out at Oof Lake and Cordwood got
carried away and popped the question, Helga had taken a liking to Cordwood. However
she didn’t care for his work as a lumberjack. She told him that she would marry him on
one condition, He would have to give up his life in the woods and become a farmer.

This was a hard decision for Cordwood to make, all he knew was cutting wood. Also, by
this time he was known far and wide as the greatest of lumberjacks and he loved the
attention he was being given by the railroad people, other lumberjacks, and everyone in
the entire area.

However, by this time he was so smitten by Helga that he just knew he had to have her
as his bride and so he consented to try farming for six months. Helga's father rented
him 40 acres of land adjacent to his farm. Cordwood then went to the Farmers State -
Bank and borrowed some money to get started. He bought a milk cow, a few chickens, a
couple of hogs and a few sheep. His future father-in-law loaned him his farm machinery
to put in his first crop. He planted a few acres of wheat, some oats, com and potatoes.
He also built a little log cabin which he thought in the not to distant future wouid be
home for him and Helga.

Things didn’t go well though, mostly because he just couldn’t get over his longing for the
woods. Secondly, since he knew nothing about farming everything he did turned into a
disaster. First his cow dried up. The fox ate his chickens, the wolves got his sheep and
his pigs died of sun stroke. Never having planted crops before, he planted the potatoes
too deep and they never came up, same thing with the com. The wheat and oats came
up but the army worms ate them.

All of a sudden Cordwood found himself wiped out and a note coming due at the bank.
He told Helga he had no choice, but to go back to cutting cordwood so that he could pay
off the bank, and so he did. Although deep down he wanted Helga as his bride, the call
of the woods and his determination to pay off his bank loan was too great. Cordwood
took off for the woods and never looked back. Helga ended up marrying Knute and
became a farmer’s wife. Eventually she and Knute had 12 children. Cordwood never
had romantic inclinations again and spent the rest of his lumberjack days with his
donkey Tamarack and his pet bird Sven.




