City of Fosston Survey - Results

Published: 5/5/2006
5Survey Overview

Description
5
Instructions Provided To Respondents
5
Respondent Metrics
5
Survey Results
6
general - Section 1
6
1. Overall, how would you describe the quality of life in Fosston, MN?
6
2. How do you rate the overall quality of your neighborhood?
6
3. How do you rate Fosston as a place to raise children?
7
4. How do you rate Fosston as a place to live?
7
5. How do you rate Fosston as a place to retire?
8
quality of life- Section 2
9
6. Sense of community
9
7. Overall appearance of city
9
8. Quality of K-12 schools in Fosston
10
9. Opportunities to attend cultural activities
10
10. Opportunities for leisure-time activities
11
11. Shopping opportunities
11
12. Air quality
13
13. Recreation opportunities
14
14. Job opportunities
15
15. Access to affordable housing
15
16. Economic development
16
Drugs, taxes & run-down buildings - Section 3
17
17. Drugs
17
18. Taxes
17
19. Run down houses and buildings
18
Service use section - Section 4
20
20. Used the Fosston public library or their services
20
21. Used the recreation centers
20
22. Participated in a recreation program or activity
21
23. Visited a city park
21
24. Rode the city bus
22
25. Attended a City Council meeting
22
26. Recycled used paper, cans or bottles from your home
23
27. Volunteered your time to some group/activity in Fosston
23
28. Used the Internet for anything
24
29. Read a City newsletter
24
30. Read City Council meeting minutes
25
growth - Section 5
27
31. Overall, how would you rate the quality of services provided by Fosston?
27
32. Please rate the speed of Fosston's population growth:
27
33. Please rate the speed of Fosston's business/retail growth:
28
34. Please rate the speed of Fosston's job growth:
29
city services - Section 6
30
35. Law Enforcement services
30
36. Fire services
30
37. Emergency medical services/ambulances
31
38. Garbage collection (solid waste)
31
39. Recycling
32
40. Water services
33
41. Sewer services
34
42. Library services
34
43. Cable Television
34
44. Recreation facilities
36
45. Recreation programs and classes
36
46. Park maintenance
37
47. City parks
38
48. Street maintenance
38
49. Cleanliness of streets
39
50. Yard/organic waste
40
51. Snow removal
40
52. Street lighting
42
53. City bus
42
54. Animal control
43
55. Enforcement of traffic laws
44
56. Services to seniors
45
57. Water quality
45
58. Planning and zoning
46
59. Storm drainage
47
60. Sidewalk maintenance
47
61. Services to youth
48
recreation - Section 7
50
62. Recreational Opportunities - Which of the following do you think Fosston needs the most?
50
city employees - Section 8
52
63. Have you had phone or in-person contact with a Fosston employee within the last 12 months?
52
city employees - Section 9


64. Knowledge
53
65. Responsiveness
53
66. Courtesy
53
67. Overall impression
53
city government - Section 10
55
68. I receive good value for the City taxes I pay
55
69. I am pleased with the overall direction that the City is taking
55
70. I am well informed on major issues in Fosston
56
71. Fosston's city government welcomes citizen involvement
56
72. Fosston's government is really run for the benefit of all the people
56
73. Most elected officials care what people like me think
57
demographics - Section 11
58
74. How many years have you lived in Fosston?
58
75. What best describes this building?
58
76. Is this house, apartment or mobile home...
58
77. How many people, including yourself live in your household?
58
78. Please list the number of household members in each age category
58
79. Does any member of your household have a physical handicap or is anyone disabled?
59
80. What is the highest degree or level of school you have completed?
59
81. What is your race? (Mark one or more races to indicate what race you consider yourself to be.)
59
82. Are you Spanish/Hispanic/Latino?
59
83. In which category is your age?
59
84. Your gender:
60

 

Survey Overview

Description

The purpose of the survey is to identify the level of satisfaction of city residents and to evaluate areas in which services may be improved.  It will also be a planning tool in future development.

Instructions Provided To Respondents

Answer questions as they relate to you. For most answers, check the boxes most applicable to you or fill in the blanks.

Respondent Metrics

Respondents:    
283

First Response: 
4/6/2006 11:45 AM

Last Response: 
5/5/2006 04:55 PM

Survey Results

The following is a tabular depiction of the responses to each survey question. Additional comments provided by respondents, if any, are included after each table.

General Section - Section 1

1. Overall, how would you describe the quality of life in Fosston, MN?

60.6%
171
good

27.3%
77
excellent

10.3%
29
fair

1.8%
5
poor

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

Clean town (0000000027 Anonymous)

Quiet, low crime and great bus service. (0000000046 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Need more jobs. (0000000031 Anonymous)

Not enough to do, personal items prices are too high. Stinks in summer. (0000000238 Anonymous)

OK for a small town (0000000003 Anonymous)

The air smells awful, poor quality water (full of rust) (0000000029 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Lack of competition in grocery, hardware, drug stores is not good. (0000000257 Anonymous)

Low crime, OK people. (0000000197 Anonymous)

2. How do you rate the overall quality of your neighborhood?

55.4%
155
good

25.4%
71
excellent

14.3%
40
fair

4.3%
12
poor

0.7%
2
don't know

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

Couldn't have better neighbors if I hand picked them. (0000000171 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Businesses are invading the residential homes. (0000000029 Anonymous)

Everybody has to work outside the home...just not as neighborly as former neighbors years ago. (0000000125 Anonymous)

The city needs to push owners to do much better. The trailer park is in the city! (0000000253 Anonymous)

Too many low income rentals. (0000000121 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Cats keep getting in our garbage. (0000000238 Anonymous)

Dislike the building of pole/metal buildings allowed. (0000000257 Anonymous)

Good neighbors. (0000000027 Anonymous)

People usually are kind & friendly. (0000000221 Anonymous)

Sometimes there are speeding cars and motorcycles etc. on 9th Street. I wish the police would catch them. (0000000034 Anonymous)

Too many loose dogs!! One poor neighbor - leaves debris all over my lot.  Its a HUD house. (0000000036 Anonymous)

Very nice, my only comment is that there aren't a whole lot of street lights on our corner (a bit dark). (0000000217 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Too many empty houses that's been empty 10 years. I believe Fosston should have some condos, townhouses. (0000000194 Anonymous)

3. How do you rate Fosston as a place to raise children?

52.1%
146
good

29.3%
82
excellent

10.4%
29
fair

6.1%
17
don't know

2.1%
6
poor

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

Because of great community & ECFE programs. (0000000151 Anonymous)

Good schools - recreation things in summer. (0000000114 Anonymous)

Low crime - kids can still play outside. (0000000197 Anonymous)

Nice playgrounds & parks, good schools. (0000000221 Anonymous)

When we first moved to town last fall our 13 year old son & about a dozen other boys would have a daily game of cops & robbers. Instead of sitting indoors playing video games they were enjoying the benefit of our very safe neighborhoods. (0000000016 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Concerned about school environment/drugs/lack of positive opportunities other than sports. (0000000038 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Concern with fast/uncontrolled drivers on residential streets. (0000000214 Anonymous)

Good - until the age of 12 years - after that no activities. (0000000132 Anonymous)

School is OK. Good, safe community. (0000000027 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Nothing for kids to do anymore unless you're in sports. (0000000045 Anonymous)

4. How do you rate Fosston as a place to live?

58.9%
165
good

27.5%
77
excellent

11.1%
31
fair

2.5%
7
poor

Comments/Notes for "fair":

The smell from the lagoon and milk drying plant are awful! (0000000121 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Has went downhill, a handful of people own most of the businesses, only one of everything anymore. (0000000045 Anonymous)

5. How do you rate Fosston as a place to retire?

53.2%
148
good

27.0%
75
excellent

12.2%
34
fair

5.0%
14
don't know

2.5%
7
poor

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

Excellent - medical facilities, city bus, shopping, meals, churches. (0000000125 Anonymous)

I am retired & love it here. (0000000028 Anonymous)

Many helpful services for seniors. (0000000141 Anonymous)

Young people don't stay around here anymore, nothing to offer them. (0000000045 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Fosston is a very pretty town & we are proud to be here. (0000000265 Anonymous)

It is definitely a place for older people. (0000000071 Anonymous)

There are good medical facilities. (0000000027 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

I want a warmer climate. (0000000118 Anonymous)

Poor - lack of affordable shopping. (0000000148 Anonymous)

Section - Section 2

6. Sense of community

59.0%
164
good

21.2%
59
fair

15.1%
42
excellent

4.3%
12
poor

0.4%
1
don't know

Comments/Notes for "good":

FLAC & Heritage Days brings community together. The 13 Towns paper keeps us informed and involved. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

If you aren't in the clicks of Fosston, you might as well forget it. A lot of snotty people. (0000000045 Anonymous)

No togetherness as there was growing up. (0000000202 Anonymous)

Too many clicks. (0000000029 Anonymous)

7. Overall appearance of city

56.7%
160
good

27.3%
77
excellent

14.9%
42
fair

1.1%
3
poor

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

Excellent, but there are a few bad lots and houses. (0000000129 Anonymous)

Snow removal keeps streets open early.  Always neat in summer, snow plowing concern though - piles block view in places. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Appearance is mostly good, however there are places that need much attention due to dying trees, sidewalks and weeds growing up by fences, and dirt piles (0000000087 Anonymous)

Downtown and some neighborhoods have some eyesores. (0000000149 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Downtown has way too many empty spaces. Not conducive to a "healthy" atmosphere. (0000000157 Anonymous)

Good but it would be improved a lot if Hilliard lot cleanup was completed and neighbor used his garages for his cars. He has too much standing in his yard. (0000000153 Anonymous)

Main Street has some empty buildings which doesn't look good. (0000000158 Anonymous)

Much improved over last 5-10 years. (0000000138 Anonymous)

Some Hwy 2 frontage buildings need work. (0000000163 Anonymous)

There are a few eyesores but not bad. (0000000172 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Old gas station closed right by lights looks bad! Weeds in cracked sidewalks downtown.  Old and lead based paint on old play equipment.  Our city park is under maintained - the fountain should move the pond swamp water - it doesn't. (0000000118 Anonymous)

8. Quality of K-12 schools in Fosston

48.6%
135
good

19.8%
55
excellent

14.7%
41
don't know

14.0%
39
fair

2.9%
8
poor

Comments/Notes for "don't know":

Don't have children in school. (0000000033 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

I think the elementary is better than the high school. Upset about all the cuts, right after raise in taxes and their grant. Need to cut sports before education programs. (0000000238 Anonymous)

Need to keep band in schools. (0000000112 Anonymous)

Right now I am upset with the school district looking at cutting teachers again. (0000000158 Anonymous)

Seems to have problems, just like any other school. (0000000003 Anonymous)

There are so many other opportunities academically, socially, culturally and athletically in other schools.  Something to think about... (0000000157 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

No children at home, but they all have good jobs after graduating from Fosston. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Too much sports cost money to run around. (0000000123 Anonymous)

We don't like the "cuts". We need to keep our teachers. (0000000066 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Drugs are everywhere in our schools. (0000000071 Anonymous)

Poor-unless you're in sports. (0000000202 Anonymous)

Sports are pushed more than education! (0000000198 Anonymous)

Too sports orientated, not enough on learning. (0000000045 Anonymous)

9. Opportunities to attend cultural activities

52.7%
146
good

22.7%
63
fair

10.5%
29
excellent

9.0%
25
poor

5.1%
14
don't know

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

Excellent library, family events, heritage center excellent, movie theater, excellent radio station, rare for our small town, excellent. (0000000118 Anonymous)

Library Arts Center, Heritage House, School, etc. (0000000100 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

There really aren't that many in Fosston. (0000000197 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

FLAC, Heritage Center, school plays, speakers - all great. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Need more restaurants open Sunday evenings. (0000000152 Anonymous)

Not too far to Bemidji or Fargo. (0000000172 Anonymous)

The Library Arts is a real plus for our town and nice to have the theatre going again. (0000000087 Anonymous)

Very good for a city of our size (0000000138 Anonymous)

Would like to see more, but those we have are seldom well attended or supported. (0000000171 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Art Center is nice, not much else. (0000000254 Anonymous)

Poor - unless you're Norwegian. (0000000003 Anonymous)

10. Opportunities for leisure-time activities

40.1%
112
good

34.8%
97
fair

15.1%
42
poor

6.1%
17
excellent

3.9%
11
don't know

Comments/Notes for "don't know":

Are there any? (0000000121 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

Public lakes in the area, movie theater, civic center, baseball complex, golf course. (0000000118 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

City park in desperate need of upgrades/repair. (0000000214 Anonymous)

Could use tennis courts! (0000000019 Anonymous)

Nice theater and golf course. (0000000172 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Nothing for retired people. (0000000137 Anonymous)

Where? (0000000045 Anonymous)

11. Shopping opportunities

41.3%
116
fair

34.2%
96
good

21.7%
61
poor

2.8%
8
excellent

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Fair - but Walmart's cheaper. (0000000197 Anonymous)

For a small town. (0000000003 Anonymous)

Glad about the $1 store but the other stores are kind of spendy!! IGA is alright w/prices. (0000000238 Anonymous)

More shops. (0000000086 Anonymous)

Need more businesses here to create jobs and pay taxes. (0000000046 Anonymous)

Sad to see great stores closing and others struggling to survive. (0000000151 Anonymous)

We need another grocery store. (0000000116 Anonymous)

Would be nice to have another grocery store, but Palubicki's is very good. (0000000153 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

A&W, Dairy Queen, K's is great, Nord's is great, good grocery store. (0000000118 Anonymous)

Competition for stores is always good, but is lacking in Fosston.  Good not to have many empty buildings though.  We do most of our shopping in town - some grocery shopping in McIntosh. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Depends on what we're looking for.  We surely need another grocery store! (0000000087 Anonymous)

Just about everything we need. (0000000172 Anonymous)

Limited to certain items. (0000000027 Anonymous)

Most people who run off someplace don't realize they can usually find the same thing locally for the same or less money. (0000000171 Anonymous)

Need a few more stores in town that just one or two business people don't own. (0000000121 Anonymous)

Several businesses have a monopoly as they have no competition - drug, grocery, furniture as examples. (0000000082 Anonymous)

We should have another grocery store and a good place to buy clothes and shoes. (0000000054 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Need another food store - drug store & 5&10c store. (0000000010 Anonymous)

Need more shopping stores (grocery) (0000000139 Anonymous)

Need more than one shopping store. (0000000120 Anonymous)

No competition in the grocery and prescription drug businesses. (0000000095 Anonymous)

No competition. (0000000073 Anonymous)

No competition to lower food prices (0000000112 Anonymous)

One of each store - Bemidji better variety. (0000000202 Anonymous)

Rather go to Bemidji, variety of stores there, like Fosston used to be. (0000000045 Anonymous)

Stores should be open one evening a week. (0000000254 Anonymous)

This may be our city's biggest problem - lack of retail - much of Fosston's money goes out of town and doesn't return! (0000000149 Anonymous)

Three people run the town. (0000000123 Anonymous)

12. Air quality

38.6%
108
good

29.6%
83
fair

20.0%
56
poor

10.7%
30
excellent

1.1%
3
don't know

Comments/Notes for "don't know":

Never tested it. (0000000003 Anonymous)

Sometimes smells - not sure what quality is with incinerator. (0000000269 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

Excellent. Even with a little whiff of the lagoon once in a while. Go to San Francisco and walk outside at 8 AM and try to take a deep breath.  You'll quickly learn to appreciate Minnesota air. (0000000171 Anonymous)

Except on warm days we get fumes from the lagoon. (0000000112 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Burning garbage/sewer smell/ag chemicals. (0000000023 Anonymous)

Fine in dead of winter, has been terrible otherwise - lagoon! (0000000214 Anonymous)

Fosston lagoon - ick! (0000000148 Anonymous)

Hopefully better this year. (0000000156 Anonymous)

Lagoon has been terrible for years. (0000000138 Anonymous)

Sewage lagoon sometimes smells. (0000000073 Anonymous)

Sewer settling pond smells bad. (0000000083 Anonymous)

Some days lagoon smells bad. (0000000031 Anonymous)

Summer smell from lagoon! (0000000019 Anonymous)

Veg. plant odors. (0000000151 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Better on south side where we live. (0000000172 Anonymous)

Better since MDV put in treatment plant. (0000000027 Anonymous)

Depends on which way the wind blows. (0000000015 Anonymous)

Except for odors from the plants & lagoon! (0000000096 Anonymous)

Except when lagoon smell fills the town. (0000000106 Anonymous)

Good - Should be better without the smell from lagoon. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Good except for northern milk and lagoon. (0000000123 Anonymous)

Good now with the MDV project. (0000000197 Anonymous)

Poor in summer when wind is from NE. (0000000174 Anonymous)

That bad smell has disappeared at last! (0000000221 Anonymous)

The lagoon and the milk plant smell bad sometimes. (0000000025 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Depending on time of year and wind direction from the lagoon, MDV or milk plant. (0000000132 Anonymous)

Emissions from smoke stacks at west end of town are a big concern as well as the odors!  Lagoons - "stinkville USA" (0000000149 Anonymous)

Hopefully sewer smell will be fixed. What toxins come out of the incinerator? (0000000163 Anonymous)

It stinks! (0000000032 Anonymous)

Lagoon smell is terrible. (0000000119 Anonymous)

Pig farm south of town stinks. Incinerator stinks. (0000000026 Anonymous)

Poor at best - are we the smelliest town? (0000000121 Anonymous)

Smell (0000000038 Anonymous)

Smell. (0000000056 Anonymous)

Somedays Fosston stinks so bad you could puke! Should move the elevators tanks in county that are by Palubickiville. (0000000045 Anonymous)

Stinks all summer. (0000000238 Anonymous)

The lagoon can be overpowering. (0000000124 Anonymous)

The milk plant stinks, the incinerator stinks, the lagoon - biggest stink.  Stink stink and oh ya stink. (0000000118 Anonymous)

The odor from the vegetable plant is bad. (0000000007 Anonymous)

The smell of lagoons is terrible!! (0000000071 Anonymous)

The spring smell is awful however it has been better so far. (0000000236 Anonymous)

The whole town stinks when the lagoons open up in the spring. (0000000158 Anonymous)

We still have lagoon smell. This is a major problem in Fosston (0000000066 Anonymous)

13. Recreation opportunities

41.1%
115
good

36.1%
101
fair

12.1%
34
poor

5.7%
16
excellent

5.0%
14
don't know

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

Too many sports (0000000010 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

How about a walking trail-xcountry ski in winter? We are very disappointed with the skating rink situation. (0000000157 Anonymous)

If you are a senior who doesn't golf - there is nothing. (0000000083 Anonymous)

Larger fitness center would be nice - racquetball court. (0000000155 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Civic Center and pool as well as golf course. (0000000172 Anonymous)

Golf, baseball. (0000000027 Anonymous)

Need a good park! (0000000151 Anonymous)

14. Job opportunities

40.3%
110
fair

27.1%
74
good

23.1%
63
poor

8.4%
23
don't know

1.1%
3
excellent

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Needs some help. I work out of town. (0000000027 Anonymous)

We need a shopping mall here. 3 people run this town (very unfair). (0000000046 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

I was out of work for only one month. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Local wages could use a bump to keep abreast of rising housing costs. (Easy to say, but not so easy to solve).  Local businesses would be hard pressed to increase wage scales in the face of intense competition from "regional centers." (0000000171 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Are there any good paying jobs with benefits? (0000000121 Anonymous)

Employers don't give second chances if you have the wrong name. (0000000071 Anonymous)

Few jobs with low pay and poor benefits. (0000000117 Anonymous)

Need new businesses - industry with a decent paying wage. (0000000185 Anonymous)

Not much available w/a BS and you’re not a teacher or nurse. (0000000003 Anonymous)

The problem also ties in to lack of retail. (0000000149 Anonymous)

We need some big job opportunities. (0000000197 Anonymous)

15. Access to affordable housing

43.3%
119
good

30.2%
83
fair

9.5%
26
don't know

8.7%
24
poor

8.4%
23
excellent

Comments/Notes for "fair":

House and taxes are going up and not wages. (0000000121 Anonymous)

Prices have been driven up within the past few years. (0000000044 Anonymous)

Quality is more of the issue than affordability (0000000011 Anonymous)

Seems to be a need for more low rent opportunities. (0000000114 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Plenty of houses available for sale - not as many for rent - Prices and rental rates a little high for Fosston, considering local wage rates. (0000000171 Anonymous)

We would like all housing complexes to be listed on chamber or city websites. (0000000072 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

High prices. (0000000119 Anonymous)

Housing costs are too high for the average wage earner. (0000000185 Anonymous)

I have lived many places and Fosston was highest rent I ever paid. (0000000254 Anonymous)

Rental prices are above salary levels (0000000112 Anonymous)

We had a terrible time finding somewhere to rent when we moved to town. (0000000003 Anonymous)

16. Economic development

39.8%
109
good

35.8%
98
fair

12.8%
35
poor

6.9%
19
don't know

4.7%
13
excellent

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

From what I read, I believe it is very good. (0000000087 Anonymous)

Progressive community. (0000000231 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Need more jobs. (0000000197 Anonymous)

Needs more industry or high tech employers. (0000000027 Anonymous)

Tough for small area. (0000000237 Anonymous)

We need to be aggressive about attracting good, solid potential businesses and careful not to go throwing money at high risk enterprises (like Native Grains and the "Soup Factory"). Some risk is unavoidable, but people with no track record and lousy credit rating are scary and you will usually get bit in the backside. (0000000171 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

We can thank Clem and Council for a growing development. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Businesses cannot survive in this small town. (0000000227 Anonymous)

City has given to flyby nighters. (0000000063 Anonymous)

Do something to encourage job growth rather than just a senior citizen community. (0000000117 Anonymous)

Going too slow - businesses and industry needs to grow. (0000000185 Anonymous)

Have not done much for years. (0000000119 Anonymous)

It seems that we don't try hard enough to help people get going in a business here.  Several businesses have opened and then closed a short while later. (0000000158 Anonymous)

Only 1 food store in Fosston? Why? Need more businesses here. (0000000046 Anonymous)

Poor - this ties in with lack of retail and job opportunities. (0000000149 Anonymous)

Section - Section 3

17. Drugs

55.3%
147
important problem

21.1%
56
minor problem

16.9%
45
major problem

3.8%
10
not a problem

2.3%
6
extreme problem

0.8%
2
Other:

Comments/Notes for "extreme problem":

In schools. (0000000080 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "important problem":

Alcohol misuse high. (0000000157 Anonymous)

It is a minor problem, but it is important. (0000000155 Anonymous)

Law enforcement has been better - can do more. (0000000027 Anonymous)

Probably worse than I know. (0000000007 Anonymous)

They are here as they are everywhere but not to the extent the prophets of imminent doom would have us believe. The biggest problem we have is still alcohol. (0000000171 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "major problem":

If kids are being caught in school w/drugs. (0000000003 Anonymous)

Major problem in young school-children and children that are done with high school and not left the community. (0000000121 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "Other:":

I don't know - police say it is bad. (0000000025 Anonymous)

Not sure but am somewhat concerned as lots of nighttime activity in our neighborhood. (0000000125 Anonymous)

18. Taxes

40.4%
110
important problem

28.3%
77
minor problem

13.6%
37
major problem

12.9%
35
not a problem

4.0%
11
extreme problem

0.7%
2
Other:

Comments/Notes for "important problem":

Getting fairly high. We could use a larger return to community to do improvements - streets. (0000000027 Anonymous)

Have spoken with others in large cities and taxes are very comparable. (0000000003 Anonymous)

My taxes are much too high. (0000000085 Anonymous)

Too much taxation is always a problem no matter your income! (0000000149 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "major problem":

On north end specifically seems high compared to other towns. (0000000214 Anonymous)

Property taxes are high. (0000000194 Anonymous)

Real estate taxes out of line. (0000000026 Anonymous)

Too high. (0000000031 Anonymous)

We pay extremely high taxes for the amount of services or activities our town is able to offer young people. (0000000236 Anonymous)

With the main focus on apt. buildings, asst. living and nursing homes, the high taxes become a burden to the working class and seniors on a fixed income who try to stay in their homes. (0000000117 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "minor problem":

In relation to other communities - minor problem. (0000000118 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "not a problem":

Necessary to provide services-not a problem (0000000007 Anonymous)

Sure they're high - but no complaint. If you want fire in the pipe, ya gotta put fuel in the bucket. Our return for dollars spent is higher than any town of comparable size in Northern Minnesota. (0000000171 Anonymous)

We understand that to live in a good community we must pay something. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "Other:":

For seniors on fixed income it is a problem. (0000000025 Anonymous)

I rent (0000000046 Anonymous)

19. Run down houses and buildings

59.8%
165
minor problem

22.5%
62
important problem

14.5%
40
not a problem

2.5%
7
major problem

0.4%
1
extreme problem

0.4%
1
Other:

Comments/Notes for "important problem":

Areas are either good or indifferent. (0000000132 Anonymous)

Could get rid of Mobile & old Car Quest. (0000000027 Anonymous)

Living near a few may be driving down value. (0000000044 Anonymous)

Makes town look bad. (0000000003 Anonymous)

Some really bad houses and dumpy mobile home park. Downtown looks good. (0000000254 Anonymous)

Why can't the Hilliard lot on north Cormonton be cleaned up? (0000000116 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "major problem":

Clean it up. (0000000092 Anonymous)

Major problem - only for the people who own too many low income rentals. (0000000121 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "minor problem":

A few still around, but it’s obvious we're working on it - and progress is visible. (0000000171 Anonymous)

Demolition of some would be good. (0000000172 Anonymous)

Especially on main streets in town. (0000000155 Anonymous)

I think Fosston does a good job trying to keep the town looking nice. (0000000273 Anonymous)

I think the city does a pretty good job. (0000000066 Anonymous)

Much better than a few years ago. (0000000138 Anonymous)

Need to clean up abandoned businesses and homes on Hwy 2. (0000000156 Anonymous)

One behind my house. (0000000019 Anonymous)

There are a few that could be removed. (0000000114 Anonymous)

This has improved yet there are still some around (0000000007 Anonymous)

Much improved over the years. (0000000100 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "not a problem":

Can't think of any unsightly homes. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "Other:":

We have an empty lot south of us that is a major problem. No leaves taken care of. Animals in house. Gets mowed 2 times per summer. (0000000265 Anonymous)

Section - Section 4

20. Used the Fosston public library or their services

31.4%
87
once or never

28.5%
79
3-12 times

16.2%
45
more than 26 times

12.6%
35
twice

11.2%
31
13-26 times

Comments/Notes for "3-12 times":

Nice facility (0000000003 Anonymous)

School plays, community play auction, tables open house. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Very nice and should use it more. (0000000025 Anonymous)

Wonderful place. (0000000100 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "more than 26 times":

Excellent library. (0000000119 Anonymous)

Great place! (0000000121 Anonymous)

Library is excellent. (0000000046 Anonymous)

The library and staff are wonderful! Storytime is a super opportunity for families! (0000000151 Anonymous)

The library is very important to our whole family. (0000000118 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "once or never":

I am extremely glad we have that excellent library. (0000000161 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "twice":

Should use more - it's great! (0000000066 Anonymous)

21. Used the recreation centers

50.5%
139
once or never

21.8%
60
3-12 times

11.3%
31
twice

10.5%
29
more than 26 times

5.5%
15
13-26 times

0.4%
1
Other:

Comments/Notes for "13-26 times":

Love the pool! (0000000151 Anonymous)

Swimming mostly (0000000007 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "3-12 times":

Is the civic center the only rec center?  If there is more, please let me know. (0000000003 Anonymous)

Wellness Center, Civic Center. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "more than 26 times":

Hall walking, swimming awesome. (0000000118 Anonymous)

School gym, golf course. (0000000038 Anonymous)

Swimming pool and wellness center are great (0000000025 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "Other:":

Nice to have. (0000000279 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "twice":

We go to Embassy club sometimes. (0000000034 Anonymous)

22. Participated in a recreation program or activity

60.1%
163
once or never

19.6%
53
3-12 times

8.9%
24
twice

8.1%
22
more than 26 times

3.3%
9
13-26 times

Comments/Notes for "13-26 times":

Summer Rec. programs always excellent and appreciated. (0000000156 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "3-12 times":

If this is summer rec for kids. (0000000003 Anonymous)

Softball (0000000007 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "more than 26 times":

Golf tournaments, summer rec program excellent! (0000000118 Anonymous)

23. Visited a city park

37.3%
104
3-12 times

29.4%
82
once or never

22.2%
62
twice

6.5%
18
13-26 times

4.7%
13
more than 26 times

Comments/Notes for "13-26 times":

The Berge Park needs major help.  I think the water should be drained and new equipment.  This park is used every day. (0000000066 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "3-12 times":

Can a group of parents start a fund-raising campaign to fund park improvements/equipment? (0000000151 Anonymous)

City park needs to change. (0000000280 Anonymous)

Really enjoy the boardwalk around softball complex. (Rotary Park M.L.) (0000000069 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "more than 26 times":

It is in poor condition. Needs to be improved/put new things to play. (0000000261 Anonymous)

Saddened by its condition. (0000000118 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "twice":

Fosston could use improvement in its city parks, but I know you are working on that. (0000000135 Anonymous)

24. Rode the city bus

57.2%
159
once or never

16.5%
46
3-12 times

10.1%
28
more than 26 times

9.4%
26
twice

6.8%
19
13-26 times

Comments/Notes for "13-26 times":

A good service. (0000000142 Anonymous)

Fare should be raised. Excellent service. (0000000046 Anonymous)

Wonderful to have it. (0000000126 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "3-12 times":

Don't normally use it for personal use but more than convenient than a car for taking Mom to church. (0000000171 Anonymous)

Excellent service (0000000011 Anonymous)

I have a car, but it’s great when you need a bus! (0000000087 Anonymous)

Keep the fare down in price (0000000010 Anonymous)

No bus service provided for preschoolers. (0000000003 Anonymous)

The drivers are very nice - friendly. (0000000033 Anonymous)

This is one of the good things Fosston offers. (0000000045 Anonymous)

We don't use it a lot but think it is extremely important to the town. (0000000118 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "more than 26 times":

The city bus is a real blessing. (0000000081 Anonymous)

To the wife and I, it is a wonderful thing - really enjoy it. (0000000084 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "once or never":

I don't use it but it is great for seniors and some people. (0000000025 Anonymous)

The opportunity to have available - excellent. (0000000048 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "twice":

Prompt and courteous. (0000000125 Anonymous)

25. Attended a City Council meeting

85.9%
237
once or never

6.5%
18
3-12 times

5.4%
15
twice

1.4%
4
13-26 times

0.7%
2
more than 26 times

Comments/Notes for "3-12 times":

Wish they came more than once a month. (0000000003 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "once or never":

They don't listen to someone that doesn't have a lot of money like Palubicki, LePier, Larry Miller, etc. (0000000026 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "twice":

Council does OK after they got civic center and the RV Park settled. (0000000025 Anonymous)

26. Recycled used paper, cans or bottles from your home

32.5%
90
once or never

24.2%
67
3-12 times

24.2%
67
more than 26 times

11.2%
31
13-26 times

7.9%
22
twice

Comments/Notes for "13-26 times":

Now I hear all the recycling we did was put in incinerator anyway. (0000000026 Anonymous)

Take our things to the center ourselves. (0000000125 Anonymous)

This is a very good monthly service and I also go on my own at times. (0000000087 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "more than 26 times":

Can you publicize more what is recyclable and what is not? (0000000135 Anonymous)

Public information needed about recycling. (0000000231 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "once or never":

I think we should have the recyclables picked up more often - I don't want it laying around for a whole month. Also are there special bins to put it in? (0000000238 Anonymous)

This is recycled and handpicked at incinerator? (0000000157 Anonymous)

Too old. (0000000010 Anonymous)

27. Volunteered your time to some group/activity in Fosston

46.4%
127
once or never

23.4%
64
3-12 times

12.4%
34
more than 26 times

9.5%
26
twice

7.7%
21
13-26 times

0.7%
2
Other:

Comments/Notes for "more than 26 times":

On the VITAL community & Rotary. (0000000118 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "once or never":

Never been asked. (0000000238 Anonymous)

We are disabled. (0000000034 Anonymous)

We are disabled. (0000000033 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "Other:":

Used to volunteer - too old now. (0000000026 Anonymous)

28. Used the Internet for anything

47.4%
130
more than 26 times

42.0%
115
once or never

5.8%
16
3-12 times

3.3%
9
13-26 times

1.5%
4
twice

Comments/Notes for "more than 26 times":

Broadband opportunity awesome! (0000000157 Anonymous)

Excellent at library. (0000000046 Anonymous)

Great service thru Garden Valley DSL! (0000000151 Anonymous)

Internet OK. Channel 10 & 11 don't come in - very poor. (0000000026 Anonymous)

Use everyday. (0000000003 Anonymous)

Use for purchases, communications. (0000000027 Anonymous)

We need DSL at discounted price! (0000000238 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "once or never":

Don't have a computer (0000000015 Anonymous)

29. Read a City newsletter

78.4%
221
10 or more times

9.2%
26
4-6 times

6.0%
17
1-3 times

6.0%
17
7-9 times

0.4%
1
never

Comments/Notes for "1-3 times":

1-3 times - new in the community. (0000000022 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "10 or more times":

Always enjoy it. Very informative. (0000000100 Anonymous)

Always read the mayor's letter in our utility bill. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Always. (0000000027 Anonymous)

Always. (0000000221 Anonymous)

City council members might want to consider writing the newsletter from time to time as the mayor has a different spin on some items than some on the council. (0000000274 Anonymous)

Every month (0000000238 Anonymous)

Every time! (0000000118 Anonymous)

Every time I receive it. (0000000114 Anonymous)

Good info. (0000000229 Anonymous)

Great communication! Thanks! (0000000151 Anonymous)

I enjoy reading the newsletter. (0000000085 Anonymous)

I like this idea to keep in touch. (0000000196 Anonymous)

One of the best things Mayor Clementson has done. (0000000161 Anonymous)

Read each one. (0000000201 Anonymous)

Read it whenever it comes out. (0000000172 Anonymous)

Should not have to be in "13 Towns" as we get one with our light bill- save some money!! (0000000010 Anonymous)

Takes two seconds to read, majority is high school sports. (0000000045 Anonymous)

Thanks. (0000000066 Anonymous)

The newsletter is good information. (0000000149 Anonymous)

This is a good thing - keeps us "in the know." (0000000087 Anonymous)

Very biased - one sided - junk mail. (0000000218 Anonymous)

Yes, Clem - we read you - don't always agree with you, but we always read you. (0000000171 Anonymous)

30. Read City Council meeting minutes

31.6%
87
more than 12 times

19.3%
53
7-12 times

17.5%
48
never

17.1%
47
1-3 times

14.2%
39
4-6 times

0.4%
1
Other:

Comments/Notes for "4-6 times":

One way conversation - They help their own interests - not average people - poor PR. (0000000026 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "7-12 times":

Feel we need to stay informed so read it most of the time. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Read whenever they're in the 13 Towns. (0000000101 Anonymous)

Sometimes. (0000000027 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "more than 12 times":

Every time! (0000000118 Anonymous)

I like to read what you are doing. (0000000221 Anonymous)

Look forward to doing so (reading them). (0000000100 Anonymous)

Maybe could fix some of these streets that have needed it for years & years. (0000000045 Anonymous)

Try keeping the bills down to save on $. (0000000010 Anonymous)

Yes, somebody does read them. (0000000171 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "never":

Are the minutes published in the paper or is that summaries I see there?  Where do you find the minutes?? (0000000135 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "Other:":

I read only what is in the paper or newsletter. (0000000137 Anonymous)

Section - Section 5

31. Overall, how would you rate the quality of services provided by Fosston?

57.6%
163
good

20.1%
57
excellent

18.4%
52
fair

3.5%
10
poor

0.4%
1
don't know

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Cable TV reception is poor, water quality is poor. (0000000124 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Can't complain, we have lights, heat, water & sewer and clean streets.  Can always call the city office if we have concerns and feel like we are treated well. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Upgrades to water, sewer and streets have been long overdue. (0000000138 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Snow removal is main problem. Very poor use of money and time.  Snow piles block visibility. Don't get out and open up streets and alleys. Very poor use of equipment. Not much snow removal equipment. Guys running equipment must be brain dead. (0000000026 Anonymous)

32. Please rate the speed of Fosston's population growth:

45.5%
121
somewhat too slow

42.9%
114
right amount

10.5%
28
much too slow

0.8%
2
somewhat too fast

0.4%
1
Other:

Comments/Notes for "much too slow":

A lot of empty houses. (0000000132 Anonymous)

Much too slow due to low paying jobs. (0000000145 Anonymous)

Population moving out, no one moving in. (0000000112 Anonymous)

Promote industry - the population will grow and the tax base decrease. (0000000117 Anonymous)

Too bad we did not have a company like TEAM in town. (0000000121 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "right amount":

Empty apartment buildings seem to be growing again.  Not many "For Sale" signs around town. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "somewhat too slow":

Bring in newer businesses to extend growth. Don't discriminate! (0000000253 Anonymous)

How much has it grown? (0000000003 Anonymous)

Most of population growth is in rural area. (0000000200 Anonymous)

Need more residents. (0000000100 Anonymous)

Need more to keep our young people here. (0000000023 Anonymous)

School numbers have declined some in the last few years. (0000000151 Anonymous)

Since families are typically smaller than they were 50 years ago, we need to attract more of them. The facilities and services we offer are good magnets, but inevitably, this, too is governed by business/retail, and job growth. (0000000171 Anonymous)

Without good paying new jobs - good luck. (0000000237 Anonymous)

33. Please rate the speed of Fosston's business/retail growth:

44.4%
120
somewhat too slow

31.1%
84
much too slow

23.7%
64
right amount

0.4%
1
Other:

0.4%
1
somewhat too fast

Comments/Notes for "much too slow":

40 years ago there were more businesses in Fosston than now. (0000000185 Anonymous)

It is going backwards.  Look back to the 80's, 70's & before. There isn't much left! (0000000149 Anonymous)

Need another grocery, floral and gift shop. (0000000219 Anonymous)

No one else (bigger business) gives them a chance. (0000000071 Anonymous)

Not much here. (0000000003 Anonymous)

Only three to four people own everything. (0000000145 Anonymous)

Very little growth (needs big help). (0000000027 Anonymous)

You need more stores, competition like it used to be. (0000000045 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "Other:":

Would be nice to have 2 grocery stores.  Soon to be too many eating places - hope they can all make it. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "right amount":

You should let small 1 person business get started. You cater to big shot business, crap on small mom and pop business. We don't have many small repair type shops. (0000000026 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "somewhat too fast":

Need labor force for business to operate. (0000000155 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "somewhat too slow":

As competition from "regional centers" increases, we need to be aggressive about creating and retaining. (0000000171 Anonymous)

Basically same people who have the power/money to do anything. (0000000214 Anonymous)

New businesses don't stay long. (0000000132 Anonymous)

Seems too hard for businesses to make it. (0000000151 Anonymous)

Take a survey to see how many people shop out of town! (0000000117 Anonymous)

34. Please rate the speed of Fosston's job growth:

46.3%
120
somewhat too slow

33.6%
87
much too slow

18.5%
48
right amount

0.8%
2
Other:

0.8%
2
somewhat too fast

Comments/Notes for "much too slow":

For anyone with a degree and is not a teacher or nurse (0000000003 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "Other:":

Not in the job market so don't know. (0000000015 Anonymous)

Not sure, but haven't heard any complaints. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "right amount":

Most jobs are not quality jobs for a family to survive on. (0000000155 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "somewhat too fast":

Businesses have openings and can't fill. (0000000020 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "somewhat too slow":

Obviously governed by business/retail growth. (0000000171 Anonymous)

Section - Section 6

35. Law Enforcement services

48.7%
136
good

25.1%
70
fair

18.3%
51
excellent

4.3%
12
poor

3.2%
9
don't know

0.4%
1
Other:

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

Sheriff deputies do a great job! (0000000018 Anonymous)

Very good & fair police officers. (0000000046 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

It stinks. (0000000091 Anonymous)

Major improvement! (0000000253 Anonymous)

More patrolling on city streets after school is out and early evening. (0000000167 Anonymous)

Need our own police department. (0000000218 Anonymous)

Need to be more visible. (0000000040 Anonymous)

Slow at times. (0000000121 Anonymous)

There isn't always a cop on duty. (0000000101 Anonymous)

Too many sheriff cars running around. (0000000106 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Better last few years. (0000000027 Anonymous)

Could do more about barking dogs. (0000000123 Anonymous)

Fosston has more enforcement than is needed. (0000000023 Anonymous)

Much improved from a few years ago. Could use more enforcement of the speed limit on Johnson & 6th Street, going north out of town. (0000000158 Anonymous)

We see the police car go by our home occasionally. Feeling of comfort to know they are in residential areas. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "Other:":

No police force as far as I know. (0000000073 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Everyone's paranoid. (0000000071 Anonymous)

Sucks. (0000000026 Anonymous)

36. Fire services

45.0%
125
good

42.4%
118
excellent

9.0%
25
don't know

3.6%
10
fair

Comments/Notes for "don't know":

Never used their services. (0000000003 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

As good a volunteer department as you'll find. (0000000171 Anonymous)

Lucky to have these guys! (0000000018 Anonymous)

Very good. (0000000027 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Not all fire hydrants are in working order. (0000000215 Anonymous)

37. Emergency medical services/ambulances

50.5%
141
excellent

38.4%
107
good

5.4%
15
don't know

3.9%
11
fair

1.8%
5
poor

Comments/Notes for "don't know":

Never used. (0000000003 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

Best thing Fosston has. (0000000026 Anonymous)

Great. (0000000027 Anonymous)

The paramedics are terrific! (0000000034 Anonymous)

Very professional! (0000000018 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Poor patient confidentiality. (0000000215 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

For size of community, probably excellent.  They've done much to improve response times by utilizing EMTs and EMT-Ps in other areas at hospital to keep them closer to rigs and equipment.  Response time is so critical in many cases and is always an issue in smaller communities and rural areas. (0000000171 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Slow, under educated (0000000118 Anonymous)

38. Garbage collection (solid waste)

45.1%
125
good

43.3%
120
excellent

6.5%
18
fair

3.6%
10
poor

1.4%
4
don't know

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

Good job! (0000000027 Anonymous)

Need new truck (0000000252 Anonymous)

They do a fantastic job. (0000000151 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Garbage pickup should not be a mandatory charge. (0000000189 Anonymous)

Pickup more often would be nice. (0000000238 Anonymous)

They could save time and money if they would pick up the garbage on both sides of the street once when possible. (0000000142 Anonymous)

Will not get someone to come take larger items away. (0000000253 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Always on time. (0000000125 Anonymous)

We have been doing our own. (0000000172 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

I do not need garbage pick up and do not like being forced to pay for it. Nor do I like paying rent on a gas meter we do not have any use for. (0000000284 Anonymous)

I don't like carrying my garbage to dumpster. (0000000152 Anonymous)

I don't like the way they throw things around. They also let the covers blow off into the woods so they become damaged (new can). (0000000228 Anonymous)

Mondays always seem to be holidays so our garbage never gets picked up. (0000000198 Anonymous)

Why do they have to make two passes on each block - it should be picked up both sides at a time - what a waste of fuel & time! (0000000226 Anonymous)

39. Recycling

46.1%
129
good

29.3%
82
excellent

12.5%
35
don't know

8.6%
24
fair

3.6%
10
poor

Comments/Notes for "don't know":

I like my own. (0000000059 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

If they cannot come on their regular day, would be good if local radio could announce that. I have had my recyclables out only to have to take them back in at end of day. (0000000087 Anonymous)

Wished pickup was more than once a month (0000000003 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Pick up is good - we take our own to the center. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Voluntary is the way to go. (0000000027 Anonymous)

Wish there were other areas for drop off. (0000000271 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Chemicals in the air. (0000000218 Anonymous)

Need pickup more often - once per month is not enough. Add special bins. (0000000238 Anonymous)

Waste of time. Rip off. We used to - not anymore you liars. (0000000026 Anonymous)

40. Water services

45.6%
128
good

22.8%
64
excellent

17.8%
50
fair

12.5%
35
poor

0.7%
2
don't know

0.7%
2
Other:

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

New treatment plant is a Godsend! (0000000239 Anonymous)

Very good to see all the rust is gone. (0000000088 Anonymous)

Water is noticably better - even smells clean.  Tastes good. (0000000087 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Quality/taste/rust/particulates. (0000000019 Anonymous)

Too much rusty or cloudy water - yellowish color. (0000000031 Anonymous)

Water quality is poor. (0000000029 Anonymous)

We still have a chlorine taste. (0000000066 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

A little early to see how the new and improved treatment facility will affect things. (0000000171 Anonymous)

Hope the rusty water problem will be better (0000000114 Anonymous)

Less smell. (0000000074 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "Other:":

If new plant works - excellent.  If not poor. (0000000040 Anonymous)

Our water smells like chlorine. Check your chlorine levels. Must be very high. (0000000026 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

But I know they are trying very hard so it will only get better - keep up the hard work! (0000000118 Anonymous)

Can we ever have good water?? (0000000121 Anonymous)

I think a credit should be given to have our home pipes flushed from all the rust build-up. (0000000163 Anonymous)

Lot of people say the water is bad. I did use the water cooler because my children will not drink the water. (0000000055 Anonymous)

Poor - hopefully new system will come around fully. (0000000151 Anonymous)

Rust in water. (0000000120 Anonymous)

Rusty water - no hot water (off peak). (0000000170 Anonymous)

Tastes disgusting. (0000000071 Anonymous)

Tastes funny. (0000000080 Anonymous)

Too much rust. (0000000218 Anonymous)

Water has bad smell after new treatment plant. (0000000278 Anonymous)

Water has been a little better. (0000000155 Anonymous)

Water quality is bad, water main breaks water pressure. (0000000124 Anonymous)

41. Sewer services

55.9%
156
good

22.6%
63
excellent

13.3%
37
fair

5.7%
16
poor

2.5%
7
don't know

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Not sure on this - only lived here for 3 months. (0000000172 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Except for smell from lagoon. (0000000066 Anonymous)

Except for smelling sometimes. (0000000046 Anonymous)

Hope the smell is gone this year. (0000000027 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Smell/many complaints neighbors/out of town guests. (0000000019 Anonymous)

Smells like sewer all the time. (0000000238 Anonymous)

Smells up city. (0000000071 Anonymous)

Terrible odor at times. (0000000132 Anonymous)

42. Library services

56.1%
156
excellent

34.9%
97
good

7.6%
21
don't know

1.4%
4
fair

Comments/Notes for "don't know":

Never used it. (0000000010 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

Best improvement in our community in 20 years. (0000000171 Anonymous)

Our library is amazing! (0000000151 Anonymous)

43. Cable Television

38.9%
109
good

28.9%
81
fair

14.3%
40
poor

12.9%
36
excellent

4.3%
12
don't know

0.7%
2
Other:

Comments/Notes for "don't know":

Very, very, very poor, needs major work! (0000000049 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

Channel 10 & 11 reception bad at times. (0000000167 Anonymous)

Excellent - but 11 has been real bad. (0000000116 Anonymous)

We'd like PAX TV & Cartoon network. (0000000135 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Channel 10 & 11 have been snowy all winter. (0000000066 Anonymous)

Channel 10 & 11 very, very poor. (0000000026 Anonymous)

Channel 11 snowy and noisy. (0000000098 Anonymous)

Delete Bush's propaganda channel 24 (FN). 1 or 2 channels always bad - what happened to Good Time channel that used to show 50's and 60's programs? (0000000174 Anonymous)

More choice, we don't watch 1/2 what we got. (0000000074 Anonymous)

Poor reception some channels - including local channel (0000000140 Anonymous)

Reception is sometimes terrible and channel selection is somewhat limited. (0000000138 Anonymous)

Reception needs to be improved & channel 43 is raunchy!  Should be removed! (0000000149 Anonymous)

Remove poker and wrestling. (0000000160 Anonymous)

Some channels are terrible. (0000000112 Anonymous)

There are a few channels that are bad. (0000000120 Anonymous)

Too much interference on local channels.  Too many movie channels. (0000000101 Anonymous)

We need something different. (0000000028 Anonymous)

Why is channel 11 so poor? (0000000159 Anonymous)

Why is there so much poor reception? (0000000169 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Channel 11 cloudy static noisy. (0000000097 Anonymous)

Channel 28 hums alot and 19 goes off when police use their phones. (0000000031 Anonymous)

Channel additions have been great - i.e. Fox News. (0000000214 Anonymous)

Need a TV guide for our cable stations too many commercials. (0000000015 Anonymous)

Not sure why we need channel 18. (0000000172 Anonymous)

Reasonable priced. (0000000003 Anonymous)

Right now, 11-10 come in poor. (0000000064 Anonymous)

We appreciate the choice of channels. Frustrating only when some channels are snowy. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "Other:":

Very very poor. (0000000059 Anonymous)

Would be fun to have one of the food channels, QVC or something like that.  Too often channel 39 seems to have problems. (0000000087 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Fix channel 10,19 and 28. (0000000119 Anonymous)

Inconsistent quality of picture. (0000000157 Anonymous)

Local channels very poor. (0000000148 Anonymous)

Not enough channels. Poor quality picture, several channels. (0000000040 Anonymous)

Please let us know what might be causing problems with channels 10 & 11. (0000000069 Anonymous)

Poor! Poor!  Poor!  Can it ever be clear! We pay enough for snowy channels. (0000000121 Anonymous)

Quality of reception is very poor.  Number of channels is good. (0000000155 Anonymous)

Reception is bad. (0000000124 Anonymous)

Reception poor on stations. (0000000019 Anonymous)

Reception was so poor - I got satellite. (0000000185 Anonymous)

Slow to solve problems. (0000000073 Anonymous)

Switched to Dish network because of poor service. (0000000118 Anonymous)

Too expensive. (0000000071 Anonymous)

Too many snowy channels. (0000000109 Anonymous)

Very poor cable reception. (0000000076 Anonymous)

44. Recreation facilities

50.7%
141
good

23.7%
66
fair

10.8%
30
don't know

9.0%
25
excellent

5.8%
16
poor

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

We love the Civic Center! (0000000135 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Children have several places to play - youth seem to have none. (0000000157 Anonymous)

Civic Center - fair. (0000000003 Anonymous)

Cross country skiing. (0000000074 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Need tennis courts. (0000000019 Anonymous)

45. Recreation programs and classes

43.9%
122
good

22.7%
63
fair

17.6%
49
don't know

8.6%
24
excellent

7.2%
20
poor

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Summer Rec - fair, coaches could be a bit more prepared/educated in First Aid (0000000003 Anonymous)

Yoga & dance for adults (0000000074 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

But too many sports-going outside of town with buses too expensive. (0000000010 Anonymous)

Especially enjoyed ECFE classes. (0000000214 Anonymous)

Great community ed. (0000000151 Anonymous)

46. Park maintenance

56.3%
157
good

23.7%
66
fair

11.1%
31
excellent

5.7%
16
don't know

3.2%
9
poor

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Could be mowed more often - low areas should be filled in. (0000000186 Anonymous)

Grass gets long - when cut looks like hay field. (0000000255 Anonymous)

Need new equipment (0000000029 Anonymous)

People just need to pick up after themselves. (0000000003 Anonymous)

The water & trash in the water at the Berge Park need to be maintained. (0000000066 Anonymous)

Veteran's Memorial Park needs more attention.  Weeds; grass; dry mowed grass swept away from vet's markers, etc. (0000000171 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

I would support any renewing of playground equipment built and installed locally. (0000000284 Anonymous)

Playgrounds have sometimes appeared overgrown. (0000000138 Anonymous)

There is a need for updated equipment.  Seems to be mowed regularly and attractive. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Grass is too much for 1 guy to cut. (0000000026 Anonymous)

Mowing is good! Need to paint and oil equipment.  The animals should move and some things are too low. No baby swing seat anymore. Needs to be replaced!! (0000000238 Anonymous)

Need upgrades badly! Otherwise, clean and taken care of, mowing, etc. (0000000214 Anonymous)

The lawn doesn't seem to get mowed very often. (0000000158 Anonymous)

They don't trim around trees, grass too long, rusted out equipment poorly represents Fosston. (0000000118 Anonymous)

47. City parks

61.3%
171
good

22.2%
62
fair

10.4%
29
excellent

3.9%
11
don't know

2.2%
6
poor

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

The parks always look beautiful. (0000000221 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Could use equipment for small children. (0000000124 Anonymous)

Equipment needs replacement. Attention to picnic areas. (0000000255 Anonymous)

Need newer playground toys. (0000000145 Anonymous)

Need to update playground equipment to safe standards (0000000007 Anonymous)

See previous comment. (0000000003 Anonymous)

The large park was nicer w/things spread out. Also what happened to the grills? Need more stuff at small park. (0000000238 Anonymous)

The playground equipment at Berge park is outdated and not safe. $100 here and $100 there will never raise enough money to replace anything.  The pond at Berge Park looks terrible in the summer. The city can spend $100's for a bathroom used by visitors but can't spend any on a park used by Fosston taxpayers?? (0000000163 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Need to put the aeriation system in Berge-Stafford Park. (0000000172 Anonymous)

Seem to be well used. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Old equipment at the city park. (0000000236 Anonymous)

Playground equipment in poor condition. (0000000215 Anonymous)

Poor - children are our future! (0000000151 Anonymous)

Rusty old equipment, poor layout. (0000000118 Anonymous)

48. Street maintenance

49.5%
139
good

27.4%
77
fair

12.5%
35
poor

10.7%
30
excellent

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Behind Uncle Bob's is so bad. Some are bad (west end) of 3rd street & 2nd street. (0000000027 Anonymous)

Need to repair street south of football field. (0000000234 Anonymous)

Poor quality workmanship on new streets. Especially Highway #2 through town. (0000000040 Anonymous)

Resurfacing that started last year was long overdue. Some streets are still terrible. (0000000138 Anonymous)

Road by football field needs replacing BAD! (0000000238 Anonymous)

Should cut down dead trees along streets. (0000000142 Anonymous)

Some streets are very poor, others good. (0000000034 Anonymous)

The streets could be kept cleaner of ice & snow in winter. (0000000101 Anonymous)

There are a few streets that need major repair. (0000000158 Anonymous)

Winter is terrible! We clean our sidewalks at home - go downtown and often can't get from car or bus to business sidewalk due to ice on street along curb. (0000000117 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

A few streets need some repair. (0000000088 Anonymous)

It’s hard for old people to get over the snow piles and ice in the gutter and curb all winter around the downtown area. (0000000179 Anonymous)

Need patching of holes in tar. (0000000167 Anonymous)

Only problem is all the snow dumped into my driveway from the street and then tell us not to put snow in street. Very frustrating! (0000000254 Anonymous)

Potholes are filled quite promptly except for Stephen's Blvd. by the football field behind Uncle Bob's. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Stephen Blvd & west has been bad for years - shameful for our town. (0000000196 Anonymous)

They try! (0000000118 Anonymous)

We need more overlay rough. (0000000025 Anonymous)

We need more sloped curbs for scooters etc. (0000000010 Anonymous)

We need street signs - missing all over town. (0000000235 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Half the streets on the north side of town don't have stop/yield signs. Accident prone areas! (0000000198 Anonymous)

Has needed a lot of work for years!!! (0000000045 Anonymous)

Lousy. (0000000059 Anonymous)

Pot holes are terrible. (0000000071 Anonymous)

Pot holes, roads need repairing, especially trailer courts. Set guidelines for owners. (0000000253 Anonymous)

Road by football field!!! (0000000271 Anonymous)

Snow management is great but pot holes are terrible. (0000000132 Anonymous)

Snow removal just plain poor. You need more old equipment. You could buy 10- tractor loader for 1 of those caterpillar loaders. A good 806 International loader tractor with heated cab sells for $8000. (0000000026 Anonymous)

Street by the athletic field is the worst. Should have been fixed up years ago. (0000000228 Anonymous)

49. Cleanliness of streets

58.9%
166
good

19.5%
55
fair

18.4%
52
excellent

3.2%
9
poor

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Do see lots of garbage time & again around town & athletic field. (0000000253 Anonymous)

Should be swept more all over town. (0000000101 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Could use some rubbish baskets to prevent rubbish around school and downtown. (0000000125 Anonymous)

It’s so good to see the city trucks come and clean streets after a messy winter - a nice service! (0000000087 Anonymous)

Some Christmas trees sat by curbs for weeks before being collected. (0000000138 Anonymous)

We walked our street the other day and picked up 2 garbage bags full. (0000000172 Anonymous)

50. Yard/organic waste

55.3%
152
good

18.9%
52
fair

18.5%
51
excellent

5.1%
14
don't know

2.2%
6
poor

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

Appreciate having a place for our clean-up of branches, grass, etc. Especially having city pick up for those of us who can't do it ourselves.  Thank you! (0000000087 Anonymous)

Great pickup service. (0000000151 Anonymous)

Wonderful to have organic waste pickup. (0000000088 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Compost site often closed. Not maintained regularly. Several flat tires from using the site. (0000000159 Anonymous)

Pickup is not always dependable. (0000000007 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Need a standard letter for new comers. (0000000074 Anonymous)

Snow removal sequence is hard to anticipate happening early morning to late afternoon the day after snowfall. (0000000138 Anonymous)

We wish people would obey the signs at the dump site. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Big mounds that create puddles. (0000000071 Anonymous)

Slow! (0000000219 Anonymous)

51. Snow removal

53.4%
149
good

22.6%
63
excellent

20.8%
58
fair

3.2%
9
poor

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

But don't push snow up to the curb. People have to wade in snow and ice to get into the stores. (0000000054 Anonymous)

Clean the snow by the curbs uptown. (0000000116 Anonymous)

I wish the snow was not piled up at some intersections, such as Omland and Hwy 2.  It blocks our vision of approaching vehicles on 2. I've nearly had a wreck there several times. How about not piling the snow right at the intersections! (Uncle Bob's restaurant corner)? (0000000034 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Could a backhoe or payloader follow the plows 2nd pass to clear the ends of driveways where residents have already cleared their driveways once? (0000000274 Anonymous)

Curbs and sidewalks poor. (0000000271 Anonymous)

Plow quickly but leave piles for weeks. (0000000124 Anonymous)

Poor ice removal. (0000000117 Anonymous)

Snow on 2nd street by Hair Special T's. (0000000044 Anonymous)

South side would get closer to curb - hwy to Winger Road. Stay about 4' away from curb. (0000000031 Anonymous)

They leave huge piles of snow where it blocks the view of other cars entering the street & you cannot see them coming. (0000000270 Anonymous)

Too much snow piled up at intersections. (0000000234 Anonymous)

Winter plowing - don't care for the snow down the middle of the road. (0000000074 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Alley plowing poor. (0000000154 Anonymous)

City did better with sanding this year. (0000000156 Anonymous)

Difficult when they fill in driveway after it’s been shoveled. (0000000082 Anonymous)

Good, but some piles block view and sidewalks.  The highway plows block the sidewalks and make it impossible to keep sidewalks cleared for the mail carrier. (0000000125 Anonymous)

I wish something could be done so as not to get my drive-way filled with snow when the plow comes by.  It really packs in. (0000000087 Anonymous)

Pile snow in city parks for children's play. (0000000231 Anonymous)

Tell snow removal contractors to stay off the sidewalks with heavy payloaders. Many uptown sidewalks are getting busted up from those overweight loaders.  They aren't made to take that kind of weight. (0000000171 Anonymous)

Too many high snow piles - restrict seeing traffic. (0000000148 Anonymous)

Try not to block driveways of local residences. (0000000010 Anonymous)

Way too many kids using ATV's to push snow & don't know where to put it. (0000000069 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Fire hydrants slow to be cleaned out. (0000000193 Anonymous)

Shouldn't pile snow up on 2nd Street. Really hard to see - could cause accidents by school, Nords, and bank. Could they pile it across from Kingo? Or in the city parks instead? (0000000238 Anonymous)

Too many big piles up town. (0000000101 Anonymous)

Too slow - start earlier in the a.m. (0000000218 Anonymous)

Very, very poor - sucks! (0000000026 Anonymous)

52. Street lighting

57.3%
161
good

23.8%
67
excellent

17.1%
48
fair

1.8%
5
poor

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Faulty lights are slow to be repaired. (0000000262 Anonymous)

Lots of lights burned out. White light poles looked better than brown - you just need to get someone who has a clue to paint them - not Krylon spray can. (0000000026 Anonymous)

Need better lighting on side street that goes out of town by fairgrounds (Hilligoss Blvd?) (0000000238 Anonymous)

Our area (North Eaton) seems a bit dark, but in general, the town seems well-lit. (0000000217 Anonymous)

Some areas well-lit, others not.  Some street lights remain unlit for months before maintenance. (0000000138 Anonymous)

Some streets and alleys need more. (0000000169 Anonymous)

The lights aren't checked enough to see which ones are burnt out. (0000000101 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Advise law enforcement people to make note of burned out or malfunctioning lights. (0000000171 Anonymous)

Have you checked into solar street lights? (0000000003 Anonymous)

Several street lights out. (0000000235 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

A lot of areas in town where the streets are very dark & hard to see light due to trees. (0000000228 Anonymous)

53. City bus

55.6%
153
excellent

30.2%
83
good

11.3%
31
don't know

2.5%
7
fair

0.4%
1
Other:

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

Driver's deserve an award! (0000000239 Anonymous)

Excellent drivers & service Jim & Norma. (0000000046 Anonymous)

So thankful we have this luxury even though we don't use it alot. (0000000118 Anonymous)

Unbelievable. (0000000048 Anonymous)

We senior citizens really appreciate it. (0000000010 Anonymous)

Wonderful service, especially for the elderly. (0000000088 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Love the service but sometimes really slow. (0000000238 Anonymous)

Need to run late shift. (0000000023 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Drivers are excellent. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "Other:":

Inform seniors of "children's bus schedule." (0000000272 Anonymous)

54. Animal control

33.7%
93
good

29.3%
81
fair

23.9%
66
poor

7.2%
20
don't know

5.8%
16
excellent

Comments/Notes for "don't know":

I see animals running all over town but I never call the police or city to complain so I guess I am part of the problem too. (0000000197 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

A few dogs pooping in the yard, but we can tolerate that as long as I don't step in it. (0000000171 Anonymous)

Feral cats are a problem. (0000000142 Anonymous)

Noisy unleashed dogs, too much crap in yards and streets. (0000000262 Anonymous)

Several dogs roam the neighborhood, barking dogs also a problem and dog ordinances are rarely enforced. (0000000138 Anonymous)

Too many cats. (0000000150 Anonymous)

Too many dogs loose. (0000000010 Anonymous)

We have a considerable number of unrestrained cats & dogs that come through our yard. This happens about 3-4 per week on average that we see. (0000000274 Anonymous)

We still have dogs ripping open our garbage bags and we put them out the morning of garbage day. (0000000270 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Good - very few dogs run loose anymore. Summer time usually brings them out to get into our garbage. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

A lot of loose big dogs and way too many cats loose. (0000000132 Anonymous)

Big problem - dogs are left to roam (0000000137 Anonymous)

Can we do something about dogs and cats loose all over town?? (0000000121 Anonymous)

Cats everywhere, barking dogs. Certain people get picked on about their pets while others don't. (0000000238 Anonymous)

Dog in my garbage weekly. Can I shoot it or should I poison it? (0000000026 Anonymous)

Dogs and cats are not controlled at all.  Maybe laws have to be more harsh. (0000000087 Anonymous)

Dogs and cats running around early A.M. (0000000194 Anonymous)

Dogs run all over town and chase my kids on their bikes - this really needs to get under control - citizens need to be able to report people who let their dogs run. (0000000118 Anonymous)

Dogs running loose too much. (0000000046 Anonymous)

Dogs still without leashes and chase walkers and strollers! Barking too! It makes our streets unsafe! (0000000151 Anonymous)

Dogs wander everywhere, cats as well. (0000000124 Anonymous)

Leash law should be better enforced. Double or triple fines immediately. No 2nd chance. Owners are letting pets run in early morning hours - 5:00-7:30. (0000000174 Anonymous)

Leash laws need to be enforced due to stray dogs & cats running all over the place. (0000000145 Anonymous)

Neighbor dogs barking. (0000000098 Anonymous)

Poor - dogs that bark all night long. (0000000123 Anonymous)

See many pets running loose. Huge problem! (0000000253 Anonymous)

Stray animals need to be dealt with.  We have had 2 different cats in our garage...if I wanted that I would own one & I do not! (0000000007 Anonymous)

Too many dogs running around! (0000000096 Anonymous)

Too many unleashed dogs. (0000000185 Anonymous)

55. Enforcement of traffic laws

46.5%
126
good

29.2%
79
fair

8.5%
23
excellent

8.1%
22
don't know

7.7%
21
poor

Comments/Notes for "don't know":

No one stops at the stop signs very often. Cars roll through stop signs as if were yields. (0000000254 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Cops profile people that don't have a lot of money.  Could do speed trap on 2nd street NE anyday. (0000000027 Anonymous)

Fast/loud drivers, not obeying stop signs etc. (0000000214 Anonymous)

High speed traffic on Hwy 2 especially by the school. (0000000179 Anonymous)

I have small children & I fear for their safety because people drive too fast.  I think more speeding tickets should be given to people who recklessly drive too fast. (0000000163 Anonymous)

Loud music from cars. (0000000119 Anonymous)

Speeding down 9th Street, music in cars is a nuisance at night (especially by youth). Better patrolling of streets. (0000000253 Anonymous)

Too much fast traffic. (0000000157 Anonymous)

Too much speeding by everyone & tearing around town by the youth. (0000000149 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Need to keep a lid on it, but it's easy to overdo it and drive business away from town by being overaggressive on the petty stuff. (0000000171 Anonymous)

The complaint is by the Post Office.  People park over the lines every which way and back out to the opposite side.  Summer may bring out the loud music in cars again which we can hear in our house sometimes. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Law enforcement needs to start writing tickets. (0000000145 Anonymous)

56. Services to seniors

48.0%
133
good

31.0%
86
excellent

10.5%
29
don't know

7.9%
22
fair

2.5%
7
poor

Comments/Notes for "don't know":

Not a senior, but there are more than other towns. (0000000007 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

It really would be nice if one gas station would have full service - air, gas, oil.  Maybe one day a week as senior citizens day. (0000000069 Anonymous)

Social services have been very helpful! (0000000033 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Embassy & bus very helpful - churches & nursing home. (0000000161 Anonymous)

57. Water quality

43.1%
119
good

29.0%
80
fair

15.2%
42
poor

11.2%
31
excellent

0.7%
2
don't know

0.7%
2
Other:

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

Now that we have the new plant - even smells good. (0000000161 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Appears to be getting better. (0000000148 Anonymous)

Getting better. (0000000169 Anonymous)

Rust during hydrant flushing is disgusting! Takes very long time to clear - gallons of unuseable water that we have to pay for.  Recently water has plastic taste. (0000000138 Anonymous)

Stop the rust - improve the rating! (0000000007 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Be better if softened. (0000000028 Anonymous)

Getting better all the time! (0000000016 Anonymous)

Good since the new plant is operating. (0000000145 Anonymous)

Good taste and no odor.  (0000000125 Anonymous)

I drink bottled water. (0000000046 Anonymous)

In limbo until we get the new system ironed out and up to speed. (0000000171 Anonymous)

Too much chlorine. (0000000123 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "Other:":

Don't know yet. Depends on new treatment plant. Has been awful "poor". (0000000040 Anonymous)

Much better than before. (0000000087 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

At least it has been - don't know how new plant will change this yet. (0000000011 Anonymous)

But what good does it do to complain - you're told "you're the only one who complains" yeah right! (0000000226 Anonymous)

Extremely poor. (0000000118 Anonymous)

Hope to improve now. (0000000196 Anonymous)

If it sits for a few days it gets slimy. (0000000124 Anonymous)

Poor - getting better. (0000000151 Anonymous)

Smells and is rusty. (0000000074 Anonymous)

Tastes too much chlorine. Can't stand the taste of it. (0000000253 Anonymous)

Very rusty and smells of chlorine. (0000000132 Anonymous)

58. Planning and zoning

39.3%
107
good

33.1%
90
don't know

18.8%
51
fair

5.5%
15
poor

3.3%
9
excellent

Comments/Notes for "don't know":

Don't know future plans. (0000000046 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

More apartments. (0000000074 Anonymous)

Needs some new land for building new homes. (0000000027 Anonymous)

Some of the codes in place don't always make sense. (0000000149 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Biased. (0000000218 Anonymous)

Houses should not be plopped in a swamp or open field. (0000000236 Anonymous)

The fairgrounds was commercial, just because Palubicki wanted the land, then all of a sudden its residential, you took away one thing kids looked forward to - the fair! (0000000045 Anonymous)

The rich get to build what they want - where they want. Poor don't get OK'd to do anything. (0000000026 Anonymous)

59. Storm drainage

48.4%
134
good

25.6%
71
fair

10.5%
29
don't know

7.9%
22
poor

7.6%
21
excellent

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

It has definitely improved. (0000000273 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Debris could maybe be removed more often. (0000000087 Anonymous)

Lagoon seems to be affected with each rain storm. Stench is overwhelming at times! (0000000138 Anonymous)

Need some repairs. (0000000010 Anonymous)

Need to clean off catch basins. (0000000188 Anonymous)

Some culverts need to be replaced. Also marked with something so it would be easier to locate in the springtime months. (0000000253 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Need to clean drains more. (0000000219 Anonymous)

The 8th Street redo caused the loss of a storm drain and increased standing water problems.  Bad idea. (0000000007 Anonymous)

There are bad spots in town. (0000000149 Anonymous)

They need to make sure drain areas are not full of branches, mud, etc. (0000000228 Anonymous)

60. Sidewalk maintenance

43.0%
120
fair

32.6%
91
good

17.2%
48
poor

4.7%
13
don't know

2.5%
7
excellent

Comments/Notes for "don't know":

Is this our job? We have a repair needed. (0000000074 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Cracked and broken in town and neighborhoods. (0000000132 Anonymous)

Good in some areas, horrible in others. (0000000138 Anonymous)

Inderlee Ave. N is a mess! (0000000062 Anonymous)

Need many repairs. (0000000129 Anonymous)

Several areas where sidewalk is broken up - for walkers it could be dangerous. (0000000125 Anonymous)

Should make sure snow is cleared on main sidewalks. (0000000155 Anonymous)

Some real bad spots. (0000000027 Anonymous)

Trees should be trimmed to not interfere with walking. (0000000142 Anonymous)

Winter was bad - couldn't walk on ice. (0000000126 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

What happened to the sidewalk by Miller's Lumber on 2nd Street? Did they take it out? I walk my dog & now I have to go on the street at that point! (0000000135 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

A lot of streets do not have sidewalks & the ones that do are severely damaged. (0000000240 Anonymous)

Downtown is trip hazard. (0000000026 Anonymous)

Fix problem spots.  (0000000124 Anonymous)

Need better paths to walk or push strollers on. (0000000248 Anonymous)

Need to replace lots of sidewalks in town. (0000000145 Anonymous)

Not a whole lot of sidewalks on NW side of town. (0000000003 Anonymous)

People walk in street because it is safer. I know 2 people in the past year injured from tripping on sidewalks. (0000000254 Anonymous)

Poor in winter with ice and snow not being removed. (0000000272 Anonymous)

Seen many broken sidewalks or very slippery sidewalks to businesses. (0000000253 Anonymous)

We need new sidewalks. (0000000029 Anonymous)

61. Services to youth

39.9%
110
good

23.2%
64
fair

17.4%
48
don't know

12.0%
33
poor

7.6%
21
excellent

Comments/Notes for "don't know":

Still learning, what is there for teens, especially in the summer? (0000000074 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

Excellent - we need to keep after school recreations. (0000000112 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Scouting and sports are great but need more. (0000000254 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "good":

Good - with all the sports activity in town they should be happy.  Summer Rec is great for kids, also the theater has helped all ages. (0000000125 Anonymous)

You're trying hard - just need to try and encourage more youth to attend. (0000000156 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "poor":

Churches do for the youth not city. (0000000252 Anonymous)

Inconsistent. (0000000157 Anonymous)

Need more activities for children. (0000000240 Anonymous)

Need to advertise more if high school gym is open to public who are new here. Open gym, weight room, etc. (0000000248 Anonymous)

Need to get more involved with youth activities to keep them out of trouble and drugs. (0000000145 Anonymous)

Not enough things to do for the youth to keep them busy & interested & out of trouble. (0000000253 Anonymous)

Nothing for them to do. (0000000071 Anonymous)

There is nothing for kids to do outside of school activities. (0000000124 Anonymous)

What services to youth? Are you talking about the Civic Center? (0000000045 Anonymous)

Recreational Opportunities - Section 7

62. Recreational Opportunities - Which of the following do you think Fosston needs the most?

17.6%
125
Walking paths

16.9%
120
Playground equipment for city parks

14.5%
103
Youth Center

12.8%
91
Bowling Alley

9.3%
66
Fitness Center

9.1%
65
Hockey/Skating Rink

9.0%
64
Bike paths

6.7%
48
Tennis Courts

4.1%
29
Skateboard Park

0.1%
1
Other:

Comments/Notes:
All would be nice! (0000000019 Anonymous)

Dance hall. (0000000218 Anonymous)

Good bike path could also be for walking, skatingboarding, rollerblading and walking pets. (0000000254 Anonymous)

Hockey rink would be great.  Not much outdoor activities to do in winter when you don't own snowmobile (0000000003 Anonymous)

I would also pick the skating rink but only if you could rent skates. (0000000238 Anonymous)

If you are going to spend any money spend it on something everyone can use! (0000000149 Anonymous)

Need more "adult" things to do. Most things in Fosston are school related. (0000000148 Anonymous)

No more ball parks, skating rinks, etc. (0000000010 Anonymous)

Park with bike path around it would be so great for everyone of all ages!! Instead of walking the track people could utilize the park. (0000000151 Anonymous)

Places for youth are most important. (0000000087 Anonymous)

Playground equipment is outdated and past needing replacement. (0000000138 Anonymous)

Sand volleyball courts with nice sand. (0000000163 Anonymous)

Sidewalks throughout city - all parks. (0000000225 Anonymous)

Skating rink - it got used when we had it, but we need to make it accessible to recreational skaters as well as hockey. Tennis Courts - the ones we had got very little use. Seldom ever saw anybody out there. Youth Center - we have the Civic Center. Skateboard park - liability?  Walking Paths - I walk a lot. Sidewalks and streets work fine.  Bike Paths - how many bike riders do we have? I ride bike a lot too, but seldom see anyone else on a bike. Maybe for kids, a good idea to keep them away from the danger on the streets, but for adults, the streets work just fine. Playground Equipment - again the question of how much use they'll get and are we duplicating equipment we already have available at the elementary school playground which is, or should be available to anybody? Bowling Alley - Lots of expense and it'll take sharp management to make it work. (0000000171 Anonymous)

The City park is essential to the masses - old, young and people visiting that want to shop and have gatherings at the park. Please!! Fix the park up! (0000000118 Anonymous)

There needs to be a better city park which would attract people to our city.  A bike path would be awesome as well. (0000000236 Anonymous)

We have a fitness center at First Care. (0000000015 Anonymous)

We need a large shopping mall here to create more jobs. (0000000046 Anonymous)

Youth Center is most important (0000000145 Anonymous)

City Employees - Section 8

63. Have you had phone or in-person contact with a Fosston employee within the last 12 months?

70.4%
195
Yes

29.6%
82
No

Comments/Notes for "Yes":

Angie Scott was a great help and friendly face. (0000000157 Anonymous)

Courteous and helpful. (0000000141 Anonymous)

Need to know the city living guidelines. (0000000074 Anonymous)

People at City Hall very courteous. (0000000194 Anonymous)

Phone call was made and the lady was very courteous. (0000000066 Anonymous)

Tried to get storm drain opened last March or April - they came and worked on one across the street. My neighbor opened it this year - do you know where drains are? (0000000129 Anonymous)

Usually very pleasant and "helpable" (0000000010 Anonymous)

City Employees – Section 9
64. Knowledge

56.3%
108
good

29.7%
57
excellent

10.4%
20
fair

3.1%
6
poor

0.5%
1
don't know

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

Mr. Larson is very smart and tries very hard - I'm impressed! (0000000118 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

They knew who was likely to have the information. (0000000029 Anonymous)

65. Responsiveness

50.5%
98
good

30.9%
60
excellent

12.4%
24
fair

5.7%
11
poor

0.5%
1
don't know

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Sometimes the follow through isn't done. (0000000155 Anonymous)

66. Courtesy

47.9%
92
good

42.7%
82
excellent

6.3%
12
fair

3.1%
6
poor

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

Angie is great. (0000000003 Anonymous)

67. Overall impression

46.6%
90
good

37.3%
72
excellent

13.0%
25
fair

3.1%
6
poor

Comments/Notes for "excellent":

Always pleasant and helpful when I drop off my rent & light bills! (0000000221 Anonymous)

I'm very impressed with the city's staff. No complaints. (0000000016 Anonymous)

The girls in the city office are great! (0000000087 Anonymous)

They are polite, friendly, helpful. (0000000008 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "fair":

Didn't seem to understand complaint. (0000000040 Anonymous)

Section - Section 10

68. I receive good value for the City taxes I pay

48.0%
131
agree

27.1%
74
neither agree nor disagree

10.3%
28
disagree

7.0%
19
don't know

5.1%
14
strongly agree

2.6%
7
strongly disagree

Comments/Notes for "agree":

Need street signs replaced. (0000000235 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "disagree":

We already pay fees for most city services. (0000000119 Anonymous)

We do not have sidewalks for our children to ride safely on. (0000000236 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "neither agree nor disagree":

I don't mind paying taxes for school but not for MDV building. Taxes are very high. (0000000124 Anonymous)

Many improvements have been long overdue. (0000000138 Anonymous)

My taxes on my house are way too high. (0000000085 Anonymous)

Nice town to live in, but taxes seem high when talking to people from other towns. (0000000214 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "strongly disagree":

City crew - poor. (0000000026 Anonymous)

My lot is only 70' X 100' and I pay $1600 yearly. (0000000240 Anonymous)

69. I am pleased with the overall direction that the City is taking

52.5%
147
agree

27.5%
77
neither agree nor disagree

6.8%
19
disagree

5.4%
15
don't know

4.6%
13
strongly agree

2.9%
8
strongly disagree

0.4%
1
Other:

Comments/Notes for "agree":

Council works hard. (0000000257 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "disagree":

Don't really know what the direction is. (0000000145 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "neither agree nor disagree":

Which direction? (0000000119 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "Other:":

Not sure what the direction is! (0000000149 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "strongly disagree":

Help the existing businesses  (0000000218 Anonymous)

The city is slowly going downhill. (0000000112 Anonymous)

70. I am well informed on major issues in Fosston

41.1%
113
agree

29.5%
81
neither agree nor disagree

10.9%
30
strongly agree

8.4%
23
disagree

8.4%
23
don't know

1.8%
5
strongly disagree

Comments/Notes for "disagree":

Need publication. (0000000093 Anonymous)

71. Fosston's city government welcomes citizen involvement

44.0%
122
agree

27.4%
76
neither agree nor disagree

12.3%
34
don't know

7.6%
21
disagree

5.8%
16
strongly agree

2.9%
8
strongly disagree

Comments/Notes for "disagree":

I don't feel welcome when I sit in on meetings. (0000000124 Anonymous)

Only for volunteers. (0000000119 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "strongly disagree":

It's the mayor's way or no way. (0000000218 Anonymous)

The Mayor does not like to be challenged. (0000000063 Anonymous)

72. Fosston's government is really run for the benefit of all the people

45.5%
126
agree

19.9%
55
neither agree nor disagree

15.9%
44
disagree

7.9%
22
don't know

6.1%
17
strongly disagree

4.7%
13
strongly agree

Comments/Notes for "disagree":

It seems the youth are overlooked. (0000000236 Anonymous)

It’s run for selected groups only. (0000000119 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "don't know":

As long as it is Clem's way. (0000000121 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "neither agree nor disagree":

Take care not to join clicks. (0000000284 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "strongly disagree":

Biased - can be bought out. (0000000218 Anonymous)

For the people who have money and their last name is the right one - as in the fairgrounds issue! (0000000045 Anonymous)

How do you plan to keep the younger generation here?  For the elderly only! (0000000198 Anonymous)

Run for the rich and popular. (0000000026 Anonymous)

73. Most elected officials care what people like me think

47.8%
132
agree

23.6%
65
neither agree nor disagree

11.6%
32
disagree

7.6%
21
don't know

5.1%
14
strongly disagree

4.3%
12
strongly agree

Comments/Notes for "disagree":

They don't care.  They will do what they want anyway. (0000000119 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "strongly agree":

Time for Clem to retire with a well earned thank you. (0000000018 Anonymous)

Comments/Notes for "strongly disagree":

They are out of touch with the working poor. (0000000026 Anonymous)

Unless you have money or own a business, I feel this city could care less what anyone else thinks. (0000000253 Anonymous)

Section - Section 11

74. How many years have you lived in Fosston?

42.7%
117
Over 20 years

23.7%
65
4-10 years

17.2%
47
11-20 years

10.9%
30
1-3 years

5.5%
15
Less than 1 year

Comments/Notes for "1-3 years":

We moved here from out of state and are amazed at the very low crime rate! Thievery was a major problem where we used to live. (0000000034 Anonymous)

75. What best describes this building?

79.5%
213
One family house detached from any other houses

12.3%
33
A building with two or more apartments

4.1%
11
Other

3.0%
8
Mobile home

1.1%
3
One family house attached to one or more houses

76. Is this house, apartment or mobile home...

82.4%
211
Owned by you or someone in this house with a mortgage or free and clear?

17.6%
45
Rented for cash or occupied without cash payment?

77. How many people, including yourself live in your household?

39.7%
106
2

32.6%
87
1

17.2%
46
4

10.5%
28
3

78. Please list the number of household members in each age category

29.7%
125
65 years or more

11.2%
47
55-64 years

10.7%
45
45-54 years

10.5%
44
35-44 years

9.0%
38
25-34 years

8.3%
35
13-17 years

8.3%
35
6-12 years

7.6%
32
0-5 years

4.8%
20
18-24 years

79. Does any member of your household have a physical handicap or is anyone disabled?

79.4%
212
no

20.6%
55
yes

80. What is the highest degree or level of school you have completed?

24.9%
67
High school graduate

20.4%
55
Some college, no degree

18.2%
49
Bachelor's degree (e.g., BA, AB, BS)

14.5%
39
12th grade or less, no diploma

13.0%
35
Graduate or professional degree

8.9%
24
Associate degree (e.g.,AA, AS)

81. What is your race? (Mark one or more races to indicate what race you consider yourself to be.)

96.7%
264
White/Caucasian

1.8%
5
Other

1.1%
3
American Indian or Alaskan native

0.4%
1
Asian or Pacific Islander

Comments/Notes for "Other":

American (0000000256 Anonymous)

82. Are you Spanish/Hispanic/Latino?

99.6%
267
No

0.4%
1
Yes

83. In which category is your age?

46.3%
125
65 years or older

15.6%
42
55-64 years

14.4%
39
45-54 years

10.7%
29
25-34 years

10.7%
29
35-44 years

2.2%
6
18-24 years

84. Your gender:

57.8%
152
Female

42.2%
111
Male
Survey conducted by Landsverk and Associates, Inc., 

220 East First Street, Fosston, MN   218-435-2834
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