
 

 

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF FOSSTON, POLK COUNTY MINNESOTA 

May 18, 2026 
 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Fosston, Polk County Minnesota was held in council 
chambers on Monday, May 18, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Offerdahl with the following members present: Pearson, 
Anderson and Dufault.  Members absent: Mulry.   
 
Members of the public present were: Jacqueline Manecke, Allison Melvie, Deon Johnson, Nicole Kiesow, 
Dawn Buehler, Layla Jelle, Darren Swanson, Vickie Anderson, Desiree Tollefson, Cheryl Stenzel, Naomi 
Hagen, Bryan Johnson, Shannon Gray, Cheryl White, Carlie Pletchett, Jacob Vossler, Sheila Teiken, 
Nicole Johnson, Bonnie Stewart, Cathy Godtland, Jarrid Wang and Hannah Davidson. 
 
Also present were: City Administrator Cassie Heide, Public Works Director Steven Lyseng, Aquatics & 
Recreation Director Karen Graham, Accounting Specialist Nikki Juve, Fosston PD Chief Juve, Sergeant 
Olson, Patrolman Schipper, Patrolman Senn, Communications Coordinator Kirby Vossler, Stephen 
Larson (Fosston City Attorney), Keith Kinnen (Karvakko Engineering), Nicole Dolejs (AE2S – via 
Zoom), Jason Murray (David Drown Associates – via Zoom) and Michael Curtis (Essentia).   
 
Recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Offerdahl presented the Group of the Year and Service Awards for 2025.  These awards have been 
awarded in past years, the last being presented just a couple years ago.   
 
HEADWATERS HEALTH – FOSSTON PERSON OR GROUP OF THE YEAR AWARD 
 
For their vision, courage and dedication to strengthening rural healthcare in Fosston.  Through 
compassionate patient-centered care and commitment to community, Headwaters Health has made a 
meaningful and lasting impact on the people they serve.  With gratitude for their service and leadership. 
The City of Fosston and all of our residents say thank you very much for that.  Thank you for preserving 
high quality healthcare in Fosston.  On behalf of Headwaters Health, Cheryl White accepted the award 
from Mayor Offerdahl, followed by a group photo of all attendees. 
 
The criteria for receiving the Fosston Person or Group of the Year Service Award are defined as: “The 
Person or Group of the Year Award recognizes an individual or group who made a meaningful positive 
impact on the Fosston community during the past year.  This contribution should go above and beyond 
regular job duties.”  
 
BONNIE STEWART – FOSSTON SERVICE AWARD 2025 
 
Bonnie Stewart was chosen for this award for decades of dedicated service, visionary leadership, and 
unwavering support of arts, culture, and the community of Fosston.  Through her advocacy, volunteerism, 
and encouragement of countless organizations and individuals, Bonnie has helped strengthen the Fosston 
community through creativity, connection, and community pride.  With sincere gratitude for the lasting 
impact Bonnie has made on the Fosston community and the people who call it home, we thank you. 
 
The criteria for receiving the Fosston Service Award are defined as: “Recognizes an individual who has 
made a lasting positive impact on the Fosston community through service over an extended period of 
time.    
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Modifications to and the Approval of the Agenda was presented by Mayor Offerdahl.  Motion was made 
by Dufault, Anderson seconded to approve the agenda and modifications.  Motion carried by unanimous 
vote. 
 
Motion was made by Dufault, seconded by Anderson to approve Consent Agenda items A., B. Motion 
carried by unanimous vote. 
 

A) To approve the minutes of the regular meeting held April 13, 2026. 
B) To approve Accounts Payable Bill Listing #26-05 in the amount of $150,874.14 and  
      supplemental AP Bill Listing #26-05A in the amount of $74,834.83. 

 
COMMITTEES/BOARDS/COMMISSION: 
 
City Administration: Cassie Heide reported 

 Heide congratulated Headwaters Health and Bonnie Stewart on receiving their much-deserved 
awards. 

 Heide reported in correspondence there is a notice of award for a $75,000 grant from Greater 
Minnesota Housing.  Michelle Landsverk worked on the grant proposal, with her time on the 
project covered by Minnesota Housing.  It is for the Northwood Housing Development and will 
be a pass-through grant.  The money will come to the City who then will pass it on to Back 
Country Construction, the company building the two four-plex’s in the Northwood Development. 

 Phase two of the water and wastewater servicing Northwood Development has been started by 
Gordon Construction.  

 Up to date legal expenses and EV charging updates are in correspondence. 
 Also, in packets there is a breakdown of 2026 Swimming and Summer Rec programming.  In 

January 2026, Council voted to increase registration fees for the first time in seven years for both 
the swimming & summer rec programming.  Fees charged this year reflect that increase and are 
very similar for both local and surrounding communities participating.  Karen Graham has a 
committed staff and works hard to offer competitive wages in comparison to other summer jobs 
available in the area.  All staff are paid; there are no volunteers.  Factors such as the increase in 
minimum wage, new mandatory payroll expenses and increased fuel prices affected the rate 
change.  It was decided to slightly raise the rates instead of cutting programming offered.  
Approximately 40% of programming expenses are covered by registration fees, with the 
remaining covered by the City of Fosston.  The school district does not cover programming 
expenses; it is not included in their lease contract.  Within the new rates a small discount was 
offered to residents within city limits because a portion of their property taxes already support the 
programs.  There was some negative feedback in response to the new rates, specifically the 
discount that is now offered to the residents of Fosston appearing unfair.  The intent was not to 
make rates appear unfair.  It was to give a small price break not previously offered to Fosston 
residents.  Summer Rec is an amenity subsidized by the City, and the residents of Fosston are 
already supporting and paying for programming through their City property taxes.       
 

Street/Utilities/Sanitation: Steven Lyseng reported  
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 Lyseng reported the Berge-Stafford playground equipment is being installed quickly, with a soft 
completion goal being within the next couple of weeks. 

 The city crew has been busy sweeping streets, cleaning up the salt and sand that accumulates over 
winter months.  Mowing has increased with the recent nicer weather.   

 Street painting has not been completed due to the cold weather and snow; the paint does not dry 
well.  This will start soon however and should be completed by end of June.  

 Flags and banners will be put up this week before graduation.   
 Four loads of alum were added to pond two on May 5th.  There have been complaints about the 

smell from the ponds this spring.  The late winter weather with it remaining cold and snowing 
well into April and even May has created an unfortunate situation.  The water in the ponds is not 
warming as quickly as normal, which increases the smell as the ice melts.  The colder weather 
brought north winds, which pushed any odor into town.  Multiple water samples have been taken 
and submitted, but ponds cannot legally be emptied until sample levels are approved.  

 One of the two stainless steel pumps in the industrial lift station has been replaced and installed.  
As we were waiting for this pump to arrive, the second pump failed so that pump will be replaced 
as well.   

 MDV plans to shut down May 22 through September.  This is a planned annual shutdown. 
 Lead and copper rural revision reporting needs to be submitted every year.  In looking through 

City ordinances, Heide found copper services were implemented in Fosston in 1982.  The lead 
and copper rule (LCR) mandate went into effect nationally in 1985; any houses built in 1985 or 
later required copper lines.  Current reporting information now includes resident lines connecting 
with the main line so having that history to reference is a great resource. 

 Gordon Construction has started working on the 9th Street project, specifically in Northwood 
Development. 

 The 2nd Street project will start next Tuesday.   
 Quotes for sidewalk replacement are being compiled.  There are four sections that are priority to 

start with, however quotes will determine exactly what can be completed.  
 We are waiting for a timeline from MnDOT to complete the AWOS project.  
 The final inspection for 5th Street will be completed this week, looking specifically at settling 

areas and turf establishment. 
 Lyseng and Heide attending a regional emergency response training put on by MMUA.  It was a 

simulation of a major power outage and best practices for response.  
 Paperwork was just completed and submitted for a large grant through NMPA to replace old 

wiring and meters. 
 There are two new reclosures, and we will collaborate with the City of Thief River Falls to get 

them programmed. 
 There was a power blink during the recent windstorm.  Minnkota happened to be doing a demand 

response test at the same time, it was barely noticeable. 
 The two new gas regulators needing repairs are back and in service again.   
 There are two new gas installations for 2026. 
 Councilwoman Pearson asked about the status of the Public Library roof project.  Heide replied 

they are waiting for a design to move forward.  

Civic Center: Karen Graham reported 
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 Graham reported they have been getting ready for high school graduation and Memorial Day, 
getting the complex and Veteran’s Park mowed, trimmed and flowers planted.  At Veteran’s Park 
a few flags and a couple lights shining on the service statues also needed to be replaced.   

 The City of Goodridge will be sending kids for swimming lessons next week.  The Summer Rec 
programming will kick off the first week of June; registrations continue to steadily come in.  

Police Department: Chief Phil Juve and Sergeant Mary Olson reported 

 Olson reported in April there were 108 CFS’s resulting in 34 ICR’s, 5 citations (four of the five 
being animal related) and two arrests.  Primary reasons for CFS’s were vulnerable adult or child 
protection calls and animal complaints.  One search warrant and one arrest warrant were 
executed.  The TZD quarter two reporting was completed.  Chief Juve did a seatbelt coalition at 
the Fosston Elementary School, and starting in the June there will be a speed campaign during the 
“100 deadliest days” of road travel during the summer months. 

 Juve reported a priority in April had been completing the needed requirements for Officer Senn to 
start his employment with the Fosston Police Department in May.  With the addition of Officer 
Senn, the Police Department is fully staffed again.   

 Taser & pepper spray training with Polk County Sheriff’s Office, firearms in Bagley with Bagley 
Police Department and defensive tactics with Bagley PD at the Fosston High School were annual 
trainings that had already occurred in May.   

 There was one dog bite in April to which the appeal hearing is later tonight.  
 There is a body camera audit required every two years by the State of Minnesota.  It is scheduled 

for May 27. 
 Just over one month ago there was a special needs child separated from their parents for a period 

of time that Juve was involved in reuniting.  In researching ways to prevent this from occurring 
again Juve was made aware of a program Polk County Sherrif’s Office has, called project life 
saver.  An organization supplies GPS bracelets for people to wear.  The family involved asked to 
be a part of the program.  Polk County Social Services will sponsor the equipment while the 
Fosston Police Department will complete training to monitor the device.   

At this time Chief Juve swore in Patrol Officer Senn. 

Community Development: Cassie Heide reported 

 Heide reported an EDA meeting was held earlier today with main topics covered being childcare, 
marketing and housing.  The Childcare Center has all infant spots filled as of June 1.  The 
summer program for school age children currently has eight students enrolled with openings for a 
couple more.   

 There is one board member seat vacant due to the resignation of High School Superintendent 
Selk.  Jake Vossler, chairman on the school board, was considered to take that position.   

Communications: Kirby Vossler reported  

 Vossler reported the Arbor Day tree sale was a success.  The sale lasted two hours.  Clearwater 
Nursery brought 65 trees; 60 trees were sold.  The Fosston Track & Field team volunteered 
during the sale to plant trees and twelve trees were planted. 

 The monthly newsletter focused on severe weather awareness week, including information on the 
statewide campaign testing local emergency sirens at a specific given time.   

 The Memorial Day Program is being planned for next Monday at 1:00pm with Colonel Gary 
Osland as the keynote speaker.  A free pie social will be held afterwards.  
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 A new bus route is now available to Fosston and Bagley residents.  Tri-Valley Transportation and 
the City of Fosston Transit Systems have collaborated to schedule a route between the two 
communities every other Thursday afternoon.  Residents need to sign up the day prior by noon.  
Vossler is adding this new service to multiple communication platforms to reach both 
communities.   

 The new Berge/Stafford playground equipment is almost fully installed.  Upon completion there 
will be a grand opening celebration at the park. 

 The fireworks vendor the City regularly contracts with for July 4th fireworks is no longer 
operating.  There are other vendor options, but none that have July 4th available.  Vossler reported 
there is a local vendor that has dates within the same timeframe available, reported those dates 
and asked for council’s advisement on hosting the 2026 fireworks display.  After some 
discussion, it was decided to plan the evening of July 2nd for the display as a kickoff to the July 4th 
weekend celebration.  

Hospital Board/Health Care: Cassie Heide reported 

 Heide reported the audited financials requested a few months ago still have not been delivered.  
Mayor Offerdahl asked Michael Curtis (Essentia) if he could check into why that this.  Curtis 
agreed yes, he would.  Offerdahl stated Headwater’s Health staff still cannot enter Fosston 
Essentia to check on their admitted patients and asked Curtis who in Essentia makes that decision, 
keeping that access from them.  Curtis replied he cannot say at this point.  Heide added the City 
issued to Essentia the required zoning permits authorizing construction to commence for the 
proposed emergency room expansion over a month ago.  Currently no construction has taken 
place, and Heide has fielded multiple questions asking why there has been no progress.  Offerdahl 
asked Curtis when construction would start; Curtis replied the most recent schedule he saw was in 
about two weeks. 

 
Arts & Culture Commission: Cassie Heide reported 
 

 Heide reported there was a mural in the alley on the back wall of the Hugo’s gas station building 
scheduled to start, however the artist was delayed.  Lyseng added the alley road surface is also 
being considered to be resurfaced through mill and overlay.  A sculpture grant also has been 
submitted for a mosaic sculpture to be placed in a new seating area on the FIT Trail.     

 
Airport Commission: Cassie Heide reported 

 Heide reported plans will be ready soon to go out for bids for the taxi-way reconfiguration and 
apron reconstruction.  It is a 2027 project; however, state requirements make it necessary to get it 
to bids now. 

     
Council considered adopting an ordinance annexing certain Real Property owned by the City of Fosston 
and located in Brandsvold Township.  Heide reported this was duly noticed and is procedural.  A few 
months ago, a resolution for an orderly annexation with Brandsvold Township was approved by Fosston 
City Council; however, Brandsvold Township chose to vote against it.  That vote against the orderly 
annexation did not change the outcome for annexation.  The City owned property will still be annexed 
into city limits, however it now takes additional paperwork and time.  The action that the township took 
only cost the taxpayers of this community more money for the same result. 
 
Introduced by Council Member Anderson. 

Seconded by Council Member Pearson. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 26-02 
 

AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY OWNED BY THE CITY OF 
FOSSTON AND LOCATED IN BRANDSVOLD TOWNSHIP, POLK COUNTY, MINNESOTA, 

PURSUANT TO MINNESOTA STATUTES SECTION 414.033 
 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FOSSTON, MINNESOTA, DOES ORDAIN, AS 

FOLLOWS: 
 

Section 1. Purpose and Authority. This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 
Section 414.033, subdivision 2(1), which permits a municipality to annex land that is owned by the 
municipality and is contiguous to its corporate limits by ordinance. 

Section 2. Findings. The City Council of the City of Fosston hereby makes the following 
findings: 

a. The City of Fosston (“City”) is a municipal corporation organized under the laws of the State 
of Minnesota.  
 

b. The real property described in Section 3 (the “Property”) is located in Brandsvold Township, 
Polk County, Minnesota.  
 

c. The Property is owned in fee by the City of Fosston.  
 

d. The Property is contiguous to and abuts the current corporate limits of the City of Fosston.  
 

e. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 414.033, subdivision 2(1), no petition, hearing, or 
approval of the township is required for annexation of municipally owned property.  
 

f. The Property is not currently included within any other municipality.  
 

g. Annexation of the Property is consistent with the orderly growth and development of the City 
and is in the best interests of the City.  
 

h. The Property is appropriate for annexation to the City pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 
414.033, Subd. 2(1) in that it is owned by the City and is either urban or suburban in 
character or about to become so, or annexation is otherwise appropriate for municipal 
purposes, including but not limited to potential municipal infrastructure, utility, or public use 
expansion. 

Section 3. Legal Description of Property. The City hereby annexes the following described real 
property, all of which is owned by the City of Fosston and located in Brandsvold Township, Polk County, 
Minnesota: 

Parcel No. 06.00214.00: 

 Legal Description: 
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The Northwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter (NW1/4SW1/4) of Section Thirty-four (34), 
Township One Hundred Forty-eight (148) North of Range Forty (40) West. 

 
(consisting of approximately 40.00 acres) 

Parcel No. 06.00218.00: 

The South Half of the Southwest Quarter (S1/2SW1/4) of Section Thirty-four (34), Township 
One Hundred Forty-eight (148) North of Range Forty (40) West, LESS THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED EXCEPTED TRACTS: 
 

EXCEPTED TRACT: That part of the South Half of the Southwest Quarter of Section 
34, Township 148 North of Range 40 West of the Fifth Principal Meridian, described as 
follows: Commencing at a point on the South boundary line of said SW1/4 which is 6 
feet 20 rods East of the corner stake at the Southwest corner of said section, then East 
along said South boundary line a distance of 35 rods to a point, then North parallel to the 
West boundary line of said SW1/4 a distance of 43 rods to a point; then West parallel to 
the South boundary line of said SW1/4 a distance of 35 rods to a point, then South 
parallel to the West boundary line of said SW1/4 to the point of beginning. 

 
EXCEPTED TRACT: That part of the South Half of the Southwest Quarter of 
Section 34, Township 148 North of Range 40 West of the Fifth Principal 
Meridian, described as follows: Commencing at a point on the South boundary 
line of said SW1/4 which is 55 rods 6 feet East of the corner stake at the 
Southwest corner of said Section, then East along said boundary line a distance 
of 60 rods to a point, then North parallel to the West boundary line of said SW1/4 
a distance of 24 rods to a point, then West parallel to the South boundary line of 
said SW1/4 a distance of 45 rods to a point, then North parallel to the West 
boundary line of said SW1/4 a distance of 19 rods to a point, then West parallel 
to the South boundary line of said SW1/4 a distance of 15 rods to a point, then 
South parallel to the West boundary line of said SW1/4 to the point of beginning. 

 
EXCEPTED TRACT: Commencing 6 feet due east of the corner stake at the 
southwest corner of the Southwest Quarter of Section 34, Township 148 North of 
Range 40 West of the Fifth Principal Meridian; thence running 16 rods due north; 
thence 20 rods due east; thence 16 rods due south; and thence 20 rods due west to 
the starting point. 
 
EXCEPTED TRACT: That part of the South Half of the Southwest Quarter of 
Section 34, Township 148 North of Range 40 West of the Fifth Principal 
Meridian, described as follows: Commencing at the corner stake at the southwest 
corner of the SW1/4 of Section 34, Township 148 North of Range 40 West of the 
Fifth Principal Meridian; thence East along the South boundary line of said 
SW1/4 a distance of 20 rods and 6 feet; thence North along a line parallel to the 
West boundary line of said SW1/4 a distance of 24 rods; thence West along a line 
parallel to the South boundary line of said SW1/4 a distance of 20 rods and 6 
feet, more or less, to the West boundary line of said SW1/4; thence South along 
the West boundary line of said SW1/4 a distance of 24 rods, more or less, to the 
point of beginning, LESS a tract of land commencing 6 feet due east of the 
corner stake at the southwest corner of the Southwest Quarter of Section 34, 
Township 148 North of Range 40 West of the Fifth Principal Meridian; thence 
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running 16 rods due north; thence 20 rods due east; thence 16 rods due south; and 
thence 20 rods due west to the starting point. 
 

(consisting of approximately 56.78 acres) 

Section 4. Annexation. The Property described in Section 3 is hereby annexed to, and included 
within, the corporate limits of the City of Fosston, Minnesota, as of the effective date of this Ordinance. 

Section 5. Population. The population of the annexed Property is zero (0). 

Section 6. No Hearing. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 414.033, no public hearing on 
the proposed annexation is required. 

Section 7. Property Tax Reimbursement to Township. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 
414.036, the City shall reimburse Brandsvold Township for the loss of property tax revenue from the 
annexed Property for a period of two (2) years. The reimbursement shall be one hundred percent (100%) 
of the property taxes payable in the year of annexation. 

Section 8. Filing. The City Administrator is directed to file a copy of this Ordinance with: the 
Minnesota Office of Administrative Hearings (Municipal Boundary Adjustments Unit); Polk County 
Auditor; the Brandsvold Township Clerk; and the Minnesota Secretary of State. 

Section 9. Effective Date. This ordinance becomes final after it is approved by the Chief 
Administrative Law Judge of the State of Minnesota. 

Section 10. Publication. This ordinance shall be published in accordance with Minnesota law. 

 Voting in the negative: None. 
 
 Voting in the affirmative: Offerdahl, Dufault, Pearson and Anderson. 
 
 Passed this 18th day of May, 2026. 
 
    
       ______________________________ 
       Mayor 
 
ATTEST: _____________________ 
                Clerk  
 
 
Council considered adopting a Resolution Authorizing Sponsorship of Trails operated by Knightriders 
Snowmobile Club.  Heide stated if approved, this would continue the City being the fiscal agent for the 
Club and they have already submitted the necessary paperwork to the City in support of this. 
 
Member Dufault introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SPONSORSHIP 
OF TRAILS OPERATED BY 

KNIGHTRIDERS SNOWMOBILE CLUB 
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RESOLUTION 26 – 21 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Fosston act as the legal sponsor for an application for 
funding to the State of Minnesota Department of Natural Resources for grooming of snowmobile trails 
managed by the Knightriders. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval of its application by the state, the City of 
Fosston may enter into an agreement with the State of Minnesota for the above-referenced project and 
that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated in the agreement. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Administrator is authorized to sign such an 
agreement with the Department of Natural Resources. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Administrator is hereby authorized to serve as the 
fiscal agent for the above-referenced project. 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing was duly seconded by member Pearson and upon vote being 
taken thereon the following members voted in favor thereof: Offerdahl, Dufault, Pearson and Anderson.   

And the following voted against the same: None 

Whereupon said resolution was declared passed and adopted this 18th day of May, 2026. 

 

        _____________________________ 

        James Offerdahl, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________ 

Cassie Heide, City Administrator 

Council considered adopting a Resolution Approving the Issuance of General Obligation Bonds Subject 
to the Approval of the Mayor and City Administrator and Ratification by the City Council for the 2026 9th 
St NW & Eaton Ave N Street & Utility Improvement Project.  Jason Murray (David Drown Associates – 
via Zoom) reported if approved, it allows DDA to go to market to negotiate the best rate and authorizes 
Mayor Offerdahl and City Administrator Heide to sign paperwork locking in a favorable rate once 
acquired.    
 

The following Council members were present: Offerdahl, Dufault, Pearson and Anderson.  
 
and the following were absent: Mulry    
 
Council member Pearson introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS 
SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR AND CITY ADMINSTRATOR 
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AND RATIFICATION BY THE CITY COUNCIL 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Fosston, State of Minnesota (herein, the 
“City”), as follows: 
 

1. The City Council hereby finds and declares that it is necessary and expedient for the City to sell 
and issue its general obligation bonds in the total aggregate principal amount not-to-exceed 
$1,650,000 to fund the costs associated with the 2026 Street and Utility Improvement Projects 
(herein, the “Bonds”).    

 
2. The City Council desires to proceed with the sale of the Bonds by negotiated sale to D.A. 

Davidson and hereby authorizes David Drown Associates, Inc. (herein, “DDA”) to negotiate on 
behalf of the City. 

 
3. The Mayor and the City Administrator are hereby authorized to approve the sale of the Bonds and 

to execute a bond purchase agreement for the purchase of the Bonds provided the net effective 
interest rate is 5.00% or less. 

 
4. Upon approval of the sale of the Bonds by the Mayor and the City Administrator, the City 

Council will take action at their next regularly scheduled meeting thereafter to adopt the 
necessary approving resolution(s) as prepared by the City’s bond counsel. 

 
5. If the Mayor and City Administrator have not approved the sale of the bonds and executed the 

related bond purchase agreement by August 1, 2026, this resolution shall expire. 
 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Member Anderson. 
 
Vote being taken thereon, the following in favor thereof: Offerdahl, Dufault, Pearson and Anderson 
 
and the following voted against the same: None 
 
Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 
 
 
        _____________________________ 

        James Offerdahl, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________ 

Cassie Heide, City Administrator 

Mayor Offerdahl opened the dangerous dog appeal hearing for a dangerous dog designation.  Offerdahl 
asked Chief Juve to report the details on the designation.  Chief Juve reported on April 22, 8:00pm 
Officer Schipper was called to a residence on 2nd Street regarding a dog bite.  Jarrid Wang’s dog Rya left 
their yard earlier that day and bit a neighbor’s smaller lap dog.  The extent of injuries was not realized 
until the resident arrived home later that evening.  The veterinarian had been contacted and based on the 
appearance of the dog the resident was advised to bring it in the next morning to be checked over so an 
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appointment was made.  Officer Schipper issued the potentially dangerous dog form, appeal form and 
City ordinance to Wang that evening.  The next morning it was reported that the bitten dog had expired 
overnight.  Juve stated due to City ordinance, because the dog was now deceased, a designation from a 
potentially dangerous dog designation to a dangerous dog designation was required.  Juve stated Wangs 
had been very cooperative, very good to deal with and initially complied with the change to a dangerous 
dog designation.  Juve advised there were two prior incidents involving Rya.  In May 2023 a written 
warning was issued to Wang for a dog at large; Rya reportedly chased a person down the street.  In April 
2025 there was also an incident of her chasing another resident’s dog in the street.  Heide reported as well 
that Wang’s have been very cooperative, have paid required fees, yet several steps still need to be taken 
when a dog is deemed dangerous.  City Attorney Larson explained Fosston City ordinance reflects 
Minnesota State statue, to which the assignment change to dangerous dog is based on the fact Wang’s dog 
bit another dog without provocation off their property and that dog died. 

From the Office of the Revisor of Statutes the definition section of Minnesota State statute 347.50, 
subdivision 2. Dangerous dog is a follows: 

"Dangerous dog" means any dog that has: 

(1) without provocation, inflicted substantial bodily harm on a human being on public or private property; 

(2) killed a domestic animal without provocation while off the owner's property; or 

(3) been found to be potentially dangerous, and after the owner has notice that the dog is potentially 
dangerous, the dog aggressively bites, attacks, or endangers the safety of humans or domestic animals. 

Offerdahl then asked Wang to share his evidence.  Wang stated Rya is not an aggressive dog, she is well 
behaved.  Multiple people walk by their house daily with no issues.  The night in question he was helping 
his wife outside, debated on letting Rya out of the house because she didn’t have her training collar on but 
did decide to; he did not realize the neighbor’s dog was around the corner.  Their dog saw the other dog 
and reacted to it.  He apologized to his neighbor through text message that same evening regarding the 
incident.  Wang confirmed the bite occurred off his property.  Council also reviewed a letter of support 
submitted by Wang’s sister through email: 

Good morning. I wasn't sure who or how to contact the city council and the mayor. I am hoping that you 
can get this letter to them before the council meeting tonight. I just want everyone involved be have the 
opportunity to read my letter of support for my brother Jarrid Wang, his family and dog Thank you and I 
appreciate your help. 

Jennifer Wang 
218-791-9038 
 
Dear Fosston City Council & Mayor,  

I am writing this letter in support of my brother, Jarrid Wang, his family, and their dog, Rya. I understand 
that the incident involving Rya and the neighbor’s dog was unfortunate. As a dog owner myself, I know 
how quickly unexpected situations can happen, even with loving and responsible owners. 
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I do have questions regarding why the other dog was not leashed, why it was on the other side of the 
fence, and why Jarrid was not notified immediately after the incident occurred. I do not necessarily need 
answers to these questions, but I believe they are important points to consider when evaluating the 
situation as a whole. 

I would also like to speak to the kind of dog Rya is and the kind of owner Jarrid has always been. Rya is 
one of the most loving, energetic, and well-behaved dogs I have ever been around. She listens closely to 
Jarrid’s commands and responds immediately. When Jarrid plays fetch with Rya and my German 
Shepherd, he can simply give the command “on me,” and Rya immediately comes to his side and sits 
attentively. 

Jarrid has always been a caring, responsible, and attentive dog owner. He and his family love Rya deeply 
and have put significant time and effort into training and caring for her. In all the time I have spent around 
Rya, I have always known her to be friendly, affectionate, and obedient. She pulls my nieces on their sled 
in the winter, follows them around, plays with them, and is truly their best dog friend. 

I hope that, as you consider what should happen to Rya, you remember that she is not just a dog — she is 
an important part of a loving family. I sincerely hope that a reasonable solution can be reached so that 
Rya and her family can continue enjoying their lives together. 

If a fencing solution is recommended, I hope reasonable time will be allowed for it to be completed, as it 
can be a significant financial expense and major project for a family to take on. I also hope that permanent 
muzzle requirements are not considered necessary. Dogs deserve the ability to play, interact with their 
families, and simply enjoy being dogs. I believe there are several reasonable alternatives that could 
provide safety while still allowing Rya to have a good quality of life, including her training collar, an 
underground or above-ground fence, and the temporary use of a leash or tie-out while outside. 

I hope this letter provides some insight into Rya’s character, as well as the loving home and responsible 
ownership she has always had with Jarrid and his family. 

Thank you for your time. 

Jennifer Wang 

Further discussion ensued regarding the designation change.  After reviewing all evidence, motion was 
made by Dufault, seconded by Anderson to uphold the designation of dangerous dog.  Motion carried by 
unanimous vote. 

Council considered adopting Resolution approving Eaton Avenue North Street Improvement Project.  
Heide reported this would complete the asphalt paving on Eaton Avenue North up to the township road 
boundary. 
 
Member Dufault introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 

 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BID AND AWARDING CONTRACT  
FOR 2026 EATON AVENUE NORTH STREET IMPROVEMENT 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-22 
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WHEREAS, pursuant to solicitation of quotes for the improvement of the following PROJECT: 
  

EATON AVE NORTH BETWEEN 11TH ST & 410TH ST 

WHEREAS, quotes were received, opened and tabulated according to law, and two (3) quotes were 
received complying with the advertisement as follows: 
    
Gordon Construction of Mahnomen, Inc.  TOTAL QUOTE $ 158,707.00  
      
R.J. Zavoral & Sons Inc     TOTAL QUOTE $ 227,380.00 
 
Hagen Construction, Inc     TOTAL QUOTE $ 225,400.00 
              
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FOSSTON, 
MINNESOTA 
 

1. The Mayor and City Administrator are hereby authorized to enter into an agreement with 
Gordon Construction of Mahnomen, Inc, Minnesota in the name of the City of Fosston for the 
2026 Eaton Avenue North Improvement Project for a total of $158,707.00. 

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by member Anderson and 
upon vote being taken thereon, the following members voted in favor thereof: Offerdahl, Dufault, Pearson 
and Anderson.   
 
And the following voted against same: None   
 
Whereupon said resolution was declared passed and adopted this 18th day of May 2026. 
 
       __________________________________ 
       James Offerdahl, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 

______________________________ 
Cassie Heide, City Administrator 

 
 
Keith Kinnen with Karvakko reported the Calvary Trail plans are approved by MnDOT and bids will 
open June 26.  Kinnen asked council to consider a special meeting the week of June 29 to avoid any 
delays waiting for the next scheduled council meeting, to which council agreed.  The 2nd Street sidewalk 
precon meeting is scheduled for May 26, with plans to start construction early June.  The project will run 
from the football field to the north side of the high school.  Heide stated a carbon reduction grant was 
applied for a few years ago that will be applied to this project.  Most of the surveying is completed for the 
Southside project, and drawings are being compiled with that data gathered.  Once 30% of the plans are 
completed, they will be submitted for a first review. 
 
Nicole Dolejs with AE2S reported on the 5th Street project they’ve communicated with the contractor 
regarding a couple cracked sidewalk panels, some settling issues and reseeding required.  All should be 
addressed within the next couple weeks.  Gordon Construction has just started on the 9th Street project 
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water, sanitary and sewer work.  The Eaton Avenue North project bids came in very good, lower than the 
engineers’ estimate so are very pleased with that.   

There was a forum for the members of the public to speak, but no one was present who wished to speak.   
 
There being no further business to come before the council, motion was made by Pearson, seconded by 
Anderson to adjourn. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       Cassie Heide, City Administrator 
 


